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be World ; 


. with him, it ſeems the more "fit to let it in OT 


Iboſe things which Humility. and, Modeſty required to | ED 2 


ward, to the Honour of Religion, and Inſtruction of 


| > . * x \ b j ' | $3 j | 
* bg 5 * hu, I is 
1⁵ N55 na ace 
1 5 14 K 


N Hull Abbot, os 


" Lil of the church in Crngaarrows, en 


LS» 4 +. JIN 4 4 $3 \ A 1 
n : 
po age : 

a * * * 4 2 3 7 £ G 4 : * * * * 5 , * ” P 2 Fa 1 
gd k 3 * N g ; [ "++ 3* \ LW SE T4159 £7 Fs ; 
| 7 * - * 4 14 # "=== 
, * oy 1 

e | ' ? if \ 4 | 
2 : . C 8 * is * 4 \ N * © 
® 5 g f * * 95 — a, 8 9 BL 43% 582 * J 1 I 3% Xs 1 
8 1 x, : 5 Os * 

#4 


2 MEL 88 

HE Sermon I preach'd 0 on Occafunaf tbe Death 
and "Funeral of your excellekt Brother, Bing 
" ask'd for by many, I think it -vary pr oper fo 
' preſent it to you in particular. The Grate" 
GOD made him ſo bright an example; in the midit of 
a crooked and perverſe Generation, that if no Me- 
moirs of bis Life ſh uld be preſerved, "it Would look to 
much like Ingratitude to Heaven, and Injuſtice to the 

421 becauſe his Love of Retirement, made 
Bis Light ſhine owy to the few that were acquainted _ 


ſpread abroad now, that many others may glorify our 2 
Father in Heaven. As bas been well obſerved, ben d 
a good man dies, we gather up a few Mzmorials 15 J =} 
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bim, like tbe Remains of a Shipwreck, that ſome: of -- 3 
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be kept ſecret, while alive, may be mentioned after-  \» 


others : Therefore it is that I have publiſÞ'd from 
bis Manuſcripts, ſome religibus Yereſi tes between GOD | ® 
md bis Soul ; 3 which 1 believe Were penn'd at firſt only 5 
or bis private Le, and to ö up be Power 4 es "4,1 
2 5 in bis own Heart. Ml 


=. DEDICATION, 
I it an Honour, We; #0. e to wem 
a god, tho' they be not among the great and. noble 
ef this World. To be a Mother of one of G. 
Sons, or a Brother ta one whom CHRIST will not be 
aſbam d to own among bis Brethren, who ſhall be 

oint- heirs with bim, is a Favour which a pious 
© mind will efeem and be thankful for, I bope your 
' mourning Mother will find the Conſolations of GOD 

not ſmall with her ; and relieve. ber ſorrow by remen- 

bring the Words of ber dying Son to ber, Weep not 
for me: And that tbe — * Brother will neves fer- 


Fo get the ſolemn Charges he gave him, before many Wite 
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— he know, that when he ſhall app appear, We 22 "% 
like bim ; for we TY ſee bim as be i bs. 


'T is upon a RO occaſion that I TI choſen thets.. 
words at this time.---- A young Man who decegs u 
a few days ago, and was a remarkable inſtance. "i 
early piety, in the raptures of his death bed, had 

=. theſe words often in his mouth; I am going to ly - 

dear Jeſus, to ſee Him as He is, ro £2 HI A —_ no 

His often N the words, and his manner oſ utter- 

ing them, has fix d my tho'ts upon them, and made me-\ 

think them very proper to introduce the aceount of his - 

mou life, and joyful death, which L am of at hs . 5 

nour of divine grace, and for the benefit 5 
ſurvive, ; * PR” 8 + & 


| The a ito the verſe of our text, ſpeaks a 5 


high and happy relation in which believers ſtand to the 
bleſſed God namely 2 that of ſons: not 


this relation are at preſent very much hid ang gals: 1 
1: doth not yet appear what we ſpal be. Neve 

the time is coming, when there ſhall be an OE All 
and glorious maniſeſtation thereof; and this wilk-be 4 
the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, and in the 3 
206 know, that 20hen be ſhall e . feat eto hin * 
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heavenly world, will be — * © 


x They will bs! like . in cis ſouls.” T — 
this Kitt; becauſe it is that part of the belie ver wich fi 
receives" chis ble ſſed likeneſs to Chriſt, we — 1 
olf; Swen upon itt giſmiſſion from the. bedyy as ſonm 48 
an entrance is miniſtred unto it inta the heayenly, Ein 
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In theſe words we are told, wherein che glory and 
blefſedneſs of het in the future worl 


viz in the - viſion of Chriſt, and a likeneſs 5 to him ; and 


the former is ſpoken of as the cauſe of the latter : We 
: - FC bim; Fos +; hall ſc e ad 48 be 8-7 


1484 \ 


The Doctrine from the words may be this I 8 
The Viſion which the. ſaints ſhall 
e 
Here I ſhall ſpeak, . 11 1 


IL Of that Zikeneſs WY he faints dan be t 
Gut in the h World. Roto V... wed 

II. Of that Viſſon of Him which thus full then be | 
fayour'd with. =, And \ 


+14 2 D1318 8. * 
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tit; Of "wy Pfficacy 1500 Eure of this pil on of rid, | 


co make tt them like to him. 9 1 7 | 
I. tema fa Cabo of char Likes to pu 


Fo 1 


Which the ſaints ſhall have upon wen in riſe heavenly” 


worte . bim. 7 off *$209%, £19919. e211 
:Chrift is the glorious- pattern ufer eee 
ſhall be faſhiot'q; to whom they ſhall bear a near reſem- 


blance in the future fate ; 1 ſay a neat reſemblance, not 


uality ; For, tho' the ſais in heaven * be like 
Chriſt, yet not equal with him in glory- No; He, in 


at thing s, muſt Dave the preteminence. The likeneſs the, 
tert este of is a glorious con · ſimilitude; this there ma 
be here there is yet an imparity. And of this likeneſs 


to Chriſt; the whole n man will be. the beat and ſubject; 5 
body and fopl both. | | 7727! 
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eig! Jeſus Chriſt. - The Lis che prime recep- | 

222. of the image of God, or 905 Chriſt; and the i 

_ of Chriſt in the ſouls of the ſaints, begun here in th 
world, will be compleated when they come to be + 
him in heaven: And it will conſiſt as the image | 
wo belag. Alban i in His Mey creation did, in rw ein 
an . . 


They will FR like Jima. in el 3 2 
tion of- their Mere which will ige and ex- 
tenſive, reaching to all thoſe things that they are 1 | 
of knowing, and the knowledge of Which will make 
for their happineſs. The underſtanding will he enlarg'd + 
and ſtrengthen'd to take in the higheſt, traths 1 
darkneſs ar confuſion, error or miſtake. The glorifiec 
mind will enter very far into the ſecrets. nature, the 
Wonders of providence, and | e s.of grace, I 
things of God which were a 11 datkp els, perplexity, 

| intanglement to the thoughts in the preſent ſtate, and 
nf 2 too painful to the mind when it ſet it ſelf cloſelß 


will then open 94 in a moſt clear and We, | 


11 ; A1 


17 ight in the highet manner.\entercaining 
$16.4 delight 2. how the apoſlle be bent knows. © 


doe the ſaints will arrive to in | heavenly. ſtate,  * 
1 Cor: 13. 9, 10, 11, 14. For au kno 6 ur in part. _ 7 
vis that zwhic is perfect is. c then that hich is is 
part hall be done away. When aas a child, I ſpale 
Er mg Tupderftrd 35 8 child, 1 tho. 56 child 3. bo. | 
I became. a man, I put away ch Bildiſn things. ' P 
be wo 7 ee thro 4 glaſs rkly; but then face to. jan * 
eee but ther e I know even: 2 
4 E * gb a 8 ty ; 


| gr Sin ky lie Him alſo in lin; will bebe 
. as he is oly, tho not ſq holy ag he is. Ch fit, whois - 
the lamb which is iu the midſt af che throne, is without. 
lemiſh „and without ſpot; and there Will not be the 
eaſt [por ol ſin, upon any of the ſaints that awrs-round  _ © 
about him. Here they did long and ſtrive t be fres 
rom ſin. and labour to carry holineſs on to perfection 
the fear of God,  tho* they cou dt att -Bi 
then they will have attain'd to what hefe n 
4 reaching and FRE" e A Lale Na 1 * 
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action, man ever again diſturb the ir peace or defile their 
| E, As they will have no temptation to fin without, 


de ive when be ſhall. 


haps, the ir viſage might 


/ 


* 


no motion, inclination, or luſting to it within. Their 


| ' natures will be ſo chatiged, the image of God fo com- 
, * Pleated in them, that nothing contrary to the divine 


purity win remain in all their frame. And as every luſt 


4. They will be 


then he will change our vile bodies, that they may be 


lem: The lamb is the light thereof. When ſome of 
broke down from Heaven upon Saul, he cou'd not 


Will be purged out of them, ſo eyery, grace will be per- 
ſected in them; they will perfectly love God, and de- 
light in him, (according to their. meaſure) and have the ir 

whole ſouls entirely devoted to him, and to his fervice 
JJ LI. te et LAS CS £1 CAR 


| like Him in their bodies; and this is 
that part of their likeneſs to him, which they will re- 
appear in the reſurreQion day; fot 


” *  faſpiowd bike unto his glorious body, according to the work. 
| 1 ing 3 be is able to ſubdue all things to bimſelf, 


Taue bodies of the ſaints will then be like Chriſt's, Beau- 
_ Tiful, amiable, ſplendid, and ſbining. How glorious was 
the trangigured body of Jeſus, when his face did ſpine as 

_ The ſun, and bis raimen was white as the light © | But 
Bis xarſed body does doubtleſs exceed in glory. It now 
Teatters light round that ow city, the heavenly: Feru- 


frand it, but preſently fell to the earth- And when 


John in his biſion, faw in the midſt of the ſeven can- 
dleſticks, one like unto the ſon of man, the brightneſs 
o his appearance was unſufferable, ſo that he r at his 
Jett as dead. Even ſo ſhall the raiſed bodies of the ſaints, 
be not only of a lovely form, free from every blemiſh, 


de ſormity, or defect, but D glorious. Here, per- 


"marr'd, as it is faid Chriſt's 


was; 'and their 5rdily preſence might be weak, as was 


the-apoſtle Pauls; but then their appearance will be 
Mivinely" great and venerable; They hall foine forth 


\ 


dike the. jun, in the. kingdom of their fathiri + A little 
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an the face of ſes, that the people were not able to be- 
hold it: what a glory then will they derive from him, _ 
who ſhall dwell near the glorified man Chriſt Jeſus, < - = 
pens the direct beains of the ſun of righteouſneſs, ang 
ſee him face to face? Adam in intiocency needed no. © . . i 
raiment, his body was ſo comely ; much leſs will Rs 3 
ſaints in heaven need any, their bodies being ſo luminous, 3 
and their beauty perfect thro the comelineſ whichChriſs. 
ſhall put upon them. (4 +1 SE 65-4 
They will alſo be „ able, powerfyt bodies, A 
body of Chriſt — earth, was liable to, and did I 
undergo, wearineſs, thirſt, pain, and the like; but is 3 
now abave all theſe. 2 Cor. 13. 4 He Was crucified . 
thr# weak yet he liveth by the power of Gd, So ſhall 
it be with the bodies of the ſaints ; which tho ſown in _ 
weakpeſs will be raisd in power ; - free from inward in- 
firmities, not capable of being affected by outward evils - 
and dangers ; for they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſk  - 
any more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any beats; 7. 
able to be exercisd in the higheſt employments without 
wearineſs, and to bear the far exceeding & eternal weight 
of Glory, without be ing over- power d as Daniel WW, 
who fainted and ſick end at his viſion, and had nofirength - * 
remai ning in him einn Again, | one 1 ne I 
They will be ſpiritual like the body of Chriſt. That 1 


which #5 ſonun 4 natural body, will be rais &.4 ſpiritgeh f 
body ; fo refin'd from the driegs of matter, as to approa rg 
near to the nature of fpirits, as near as the bodily nature _- . 
is capable of ; able to move from place to place, W ê 
eaſe and fpeed, as the body of Chriſt did after hisreſur, 3 
rection; + ſtanding in no need of the natural N 1 
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of meats and drinks; not deſiring or affecte ES 
ſenſual pleaſures ; a fit companion for à glorified ſaull, 
being no clog or hindrance to it in its high and heaven, 

iy employment. Qnes more f 
They will be like the body of Chriſt 17 al, ank 
Incorruptibie. Chriſt roſe from the dead after ih ö⁰. , ou 
of an endleſs life. He dieth no more; Death hath no mare 

MW Ren: ;. 16. Dun. 16,8. + Ad 1,9. John 20.29, 26, w 
3 | WES domi nion 
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_ dominion over him, And the raiſed bodies of the ſaints: 
will be fo refid'd from the principles of corruption and 
mortality, as not to be liable to decay, and-deliver'd for 
eber from the ſentence of death. 1 Cor. 15 52. The 
dad ſpall be raisd incorruptible, and we ſpall be changed. 
For this corruptsble' muſt put on incorruption, and this 
mortal ' muſt put on emmortality. So 9when''this cor- 
ruptibie ſhall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
Hall have put on emmortality, then ſhall be brot to paſs 
' he ſaying that gs written, DEATH SHALL BE SWALLOW- 
ED IN VIC Trog. S0 our Lord tells us, Luke 20. 35. 
hey who are found worthy to obtain that world, and 
. phe riſurreFiton from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
ren in mürriage; neither AN THEY DIE: ANY MORE. 3 
they are equal to the. angels, and are the children of 
God, being the children of the reſurrection But the 
raiſed bodies of the ſaints 'wou'd not be in theſe reſpects 
like the body of Caxier, if it cou'd not be faid, 


They will be holy bodies. Chriſt's body was always 
| 1 perfectly holy from its conception and birth; 

i therefore” called by the Angel that fore told his 
varth, That boy thing · And at the reſurrection, the 
work” of farification as it reſpects the bodies of the 
--  _ - faints, will be compleat. It's members - will never more 
pe inftruments of ſin, it's ſenſes and appetites will no 
more be an occaſion of it. Sin that * 4 in the mortal 
222 will not ſo much as dwell. in the immortal one. 
us the ſaints in the reſurrection world, will be like 
Caxx15r in their entire perſons, both in ſoul and body: 
And O ! How lovely will they then be in the eyes 

of God, , of Chrift, and angels; of themſelves and one 


another? 


177. F * It may be adde d, 


3. They will be like him in reſpect of fate and condi. 
tion. The Condition of Chriſt in his exaltation, is very 

different from what it was in his humiliation: And as 
: the condition of Chriſt is in heaven, ſuch will be the con- 

i n os the ſhints ee: fle 
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cally preſent with Chriſt in e {ame place Wen 
bleſſedneſs; accordi to chat r of his for hls ohen 

- ſen, Joh. 1). 24. Father, I ul gha n 4 66m 
haſt given me, be with ma whine 1 ay. - 
that promiſe of his to all his faithful ſervants, Joh; 
If any man ſerve ms Jet. bim follow: ne and 4 
there ſball alſo my ſeruant be. And tor his brrowing 
- diſciples when he was about to leave them, Joh. 14. 3. 
Iwill come again, and receive vo l ta. 
Lam, there 9e may be alſo. They will be joint- po 
with him of the heavenly inheritance, Rom. 8. 177 
children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint heirs w 
Chriſt: i ſo, be that ve ſuffor wh him, that aus m¹] ] e 
alſo glorified rogether. - They ſhall % on thronet with hin 
and Iike him: Read how near to Cuk Is they will he 
exalted in dignity, in thoſe wonderful words, Mat. 1 g 3 
Ye which haue followed me in the regeneration, when hb 
Son of man ſpall ſit in the throne of his glory, ye alja H _— 
ſit upon twelue thrones, judging the twelve trebes of u, 
This includes others beſides the apoſtles, for. he - 
ſaid, Rev. 3. 21. Him that overcomet h will grant tan 
with me in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am 
ſet down with my Father in his throne; oo 8 
And as their ſtate will Fe honourable like his, ſo j 
like it. They are therefore ſaid to enter into his Joy, 
rhe joy of their Lord, which he enter*d:jnto» When his: fÞr- + © 
rows and ſufferings here in the world were finiſhed © 
And this their honourable and joyful ſtate, will be liks 
his durable and permanent. The Son. abideth for euer iI 
his kingdom & glory; ſo will the ſaints with him. The 3 
will go no more cut. There, glory; honour,and immorraliry 3 
are inſeparably united. This is that which crowns al; 
They ſhall reign with Chriſt for łuer and euer, Rev. 2%, 
Thus we have ſaid, after a poor manner, how the "hte 
dr.n of God in the future ſtare will be like CHN TSπ , im. 
their ſouls, in their bodies, and in the ir tate aud condition. 
a+ "A. „ Oo Reno ay * TRI * A 
lere we can't but make a little pauſe, ſtand a moment 
to, admire the grace and love of God in Chriſt, that he uuf e 
, ever deſign ſuch glory and bleſJedneſs for creatures fo mean, 15 4 
lied and vile. What manner ot love is this the Fathegß 
| 3 n | „„ be ſto½ . 
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pbeſtows upon us, not only to call us his ſons, but to 
ake us like his own Son, to confer on us ſuch grace, and 
ſuch glory as his / Tord | what is man that thou doſt 
G him > How wonderful is it, that worms of the 
duſt thould come under ſuch a transformation, as to bo 
made like to the Son of God ! While we contemplate 
the wonder, fuch things as theſe offer themſelves to our 
_ tho'ts as reaſons, 0 * 


e) The good pleaſure of God's own will, is the firſt an 
af — 2 is to be reſolv'd into. God has ny 
- Pleaſed to appoint them unto this bleſſedneſs, and to ap- 
pPoint this b eſſedneſs unto them, out of his meer good 
- pleaſure, Into this Chriſt reſolyes it, Luk. 12. 32. Feay 
dot, little flock; for it is your Fathers good pleaſure to give 
_ you the kingdom. Eph. 1. 3, 4, 5,--11. Bleſſed be the God 
2d Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who Bath bleſſed us 
irh all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt ; 
. According &s be bath 2 us in him, before the founda- 
Nion of the 4v0rld, that awe ſhould be holy, and without blame 
 Hefore bim in love: Having predeſti nated us unto rhe adop 
ion of children by Feſus Chriſt ro himſelf, according to the 
god pleaſure of his will : In whow alſo we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predeſtinated according to the purpoſe 
"1 who worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
-.(2.) Cnxrsr was once made like unto tbem, therefore 
they ſhall be hereafter made like unto him. Foraſmuch 
@s the children were partakers of fleſh and blood, he like- 
wiſe himſelf took part of the ſame; he was made in rhe 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſþ, and took part in their ſizleſ5, tho? _ 
| not in their ſinful infirmities. There is then a congruity 
dl nqd ſutableneſs in their being hereafter made like to him, 
| g he was firſt made like to them. And this was what 
he had in view in ſuch his condeſcention, and did deſign 
thereby. He humbled himſelf that he might exalt them, 
Heb. 2. 9, 10, 11, 14, 16, 17. But we ſee Feſus, who was 
made a litile lower than the angels, for the ſuffering of 
| | rn and honour ; that he by the grace 
od ſpould taſie death for every man, For it became 
ein, for «hom are all things, in bringing many ſons unto” 
EF. glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation perſeb rhrough 
ä Sufferbugs. © - 
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ſufferings. For both be rbgt ſanflifyerh, and they who ars 
Ae are all one; for which cauſe be 5s mot aſhamed © 
to call them brethren” Foraſmuch then as the children are. 3 


parrakers of fleſh and blood, be alſo himſelf likewiſe took © Y f 


part of the ſame : that through death he might dre, hie 

5 a the power of death, that is, the Je 4 8 235 

be took not on him the nature of angels ; bus be took-on ue 

the ſeed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it , behoves - _ 
him 7 a 0 ay privy 7 Mo migehtbes ' | } 
merciſu aithful bigb prieſt, in things 'pertaining %: | 
God, 10 make reconciliation for the ſins of the — hel | 


. 
v4 Fx | 7 


"484 They are made like to Caalsr now, | therefors © 4 
; 4 they be like him hereafter. They are like him in Sy 
grace here in ſome imperfe& meaſure ; and becauſe th 


image of Chriſt is begun upon them here, it han b? 
compleated AA as for God bis work is — 4 2 


| becauſe they bear the image of his holineſs on earth, the, 7 


| ſhall beat the image of his glory in heaven. They ate 0 
like him in f Herings now, The are, as he — oben „ 
ſorrows and acquainted with griefs in this world, They. - © 
are conformed to his death, by dying to ſin and the warts. 8 
crucifying the fleſh with its affections and luſts. Ane 
ſome of them ſuffer perſecution, the loſs.of goods, of li- 8 
berty, and of life it ſelf for his ſake, Being thus like ** 


him in ſufferings, they ſhall be like him in joys aud glories. 
There is a congruicy in this tho? no merit: And oo 3 
warding goodneſs will cauſe it to be ſo. 2 Tim 2. 12; 3 e 
we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alfo reign ait bin 
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(4) Their near relation to Chrift is a 3 ound of this 4 
They are his brethren, children of the Gs r 
children, then heirs; heirs of Gad, and joynt. ers ws? 
Hriſt. Rom 8 17. Vea, they are his Lobes. the bride, 85 e 
7he lambs wife; and tis the privilege the wiſe cd 
ſhare in the husband's honours. · Once more 
e union to Chris now 5s rhe ground; 7 eas bo; OE 
ens hike him bereafter. They are united co 4d by faith. / 
ere is a real tho ſpiritual union between Chriſt: we: 
believers. He is the head, they are the members; They / © 
| are. the body, of Chriſt and therefore. mult be giotified | - _ 
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be with he eye of the mind: and the viſion whieh 
42 theſe kind 3. 


Vll fee "Chriſt glorified-in our nature, wal fee his 


. Wilbſee he lamb upbn the throw, and all that extsen 


And not anot he,; tho my rein be co 
And this Chriſt Joo? d for in dene of his 
| 17. 24 Father, 

e be with me where” 1 922515 that, they may 1 5 
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. "Pluee; To fpeak of td 7 fon ol Chit which the 


| — Man U favoured with. in the heavenly 1 2 
They vill got only be dite hir, bot ſee hin as be ln. 


. Viſion may be conſiders 205 us, both in the 
Midi," and in the properrits of it. 


ire 4 


* Bf ach F. 1 th the „l of it. ion is we two . Ip 1050 


68 ſenfble, with the eye of the body the other gfe: 


che ſaints all bs ol Chriſt i in heaven, will be of borh 


5 8 ; 
27 . 49. 


i 0 9 te will he aſi ble W viſor 7 They 3 en wth 
eyes ſee the 'plorificd man Chriſt Feſug;” 


fon as ſenſibly as they will ſee one _anorffery per 
aſtet they have receiv'd their reſurrection bodies 


Rory with which he is now erowhed and eritifeſed; 
Their eyes ſhall behold" the king in his beauty. duch a 
51 4,7 fight of Chriſt with his bodily eyes, Job. ex- 


| ed with an"aflurance of faith, hb, Jo ob 19. 25, 265 27. 
| mu Rnow 


tha my redeemer liver h, and that he ſoall Land 
at the latter day upon the earth © Aud ibo after my Ski n, 


 avorms Abſtroy this body, yet in n Hass fall 'T fee God: 


Whom T fyall ſee for. my ſelf, and mine "eyes ſoall behold; 
1 yen be Hog me. 


John 
M r vat they alſo whom thou OP. given 
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th ) It will be an 302390} viſton. The eye Urte 


_ will be RL Mr? aſſiſted to n a view of 
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that glory of Chriſt, which is not&o_be diſcern'd by the 
yes even of a glorified body. They will not only _ 

Ee his humanity, but ſee the glories and excellencies | 
belonging to him as he is a divine perſon ; will ſee 3 
him as he ſon of God, as well as the ſon of man. John 

' 14. 20 At that day ye ſpall know ThHaTlI AM IN Tart, 
FATHER,' and you in me, and I in % They will ſee 

that glory which he had with the father before the 

world was. While their bodily eyes behold the perſon 4 
of the mediator, the eyes of their underſtanding will ſ ens 
the glory of the god-head manifeſted in that wonderful 1 
perſon. This is implied in ſeeing bim as be i; the 
manner of expreſſion us'd in the text. And this intel- 
lectual viſion, as it is more excellent than ſenſible, fo it 


is more delightful. 


* r 
: — 


2. As to the properties of this viſion And theſe are 
many and moſt excellent, and ſuch as render it in the 
higheſt degree beatifick, as it is commonly call'd- Here, 


(1) It will. be direct and immediate. Under the old 
and teſtament. Chriſt was ſeen thro' a vail of ceremonies, 
under the new we ſee him in the glaſs of the word and 
facraments: Theſe help our ſight in this ſtate of diſtance, 
yet do they obſtruct it alſo; and therefore no ſuch _ 3 
media will be usd in heaven. Here our beloved fands 
behind the wall, ſuch are our fleſh and ſin; and fews M4 
himſelf thro the Jatteſ5, fuch.are ordinances, needful in this 
imperſect ſtate; but then we ſhall have the neareſt 
acceſs to the glorious object, and nothing interpoſe be- 
tween us and it, Every vail will then be drawn afide. 

So the apoſtle repreſents the matter, 1 Cor. 13. 12 For 
20W We ſt thro” a glaſs darkly, but then FACE TO FACE, 
Rev. 22. 4. The throne of God and of the lamb ſhall be in 
it, aud THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE.» . ns 


Cz.) It will be clear and perfect; which it cou'd not 
be, if it was not direct and immediate, as Wwe have juſt 
ſaid. As there will be no diſtance, ſo no darkneſs, ag- _ 
companying this viſion. The object will be plainly *ex- 3 
hibited, and the viſiv? power enabled to take a clear 
proſpect of it. To ſee him as he is, notes a clear, bright, 
and full manifeſtation ;. but por a peifet comprehen — | 
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Tho can find Him out unto perfection? No created finite 

mind can ever ſee all that is to be ſeen in Chriſt. His 

lories and excellencies are beyond the proſpe& of the 

_ higheſt created intelligences, Here angels are not 
comprehenſors: For how can finite comprehend infinite ? 

But . ee to what the ſaints ſee of him now, 
they will then ſee him ag be is. Then we ſhall ſee as 

much of him as our capacities will receive, and enough _ 
to make us compleatly bleffed· Our vifion of Chriſt 
will then be ſo clear and perſect, as to fatisfie all our 

| - miſtakes, and reſolve all our doubts, and this is to ſee 
I bim as be is. AE a, Boy 128 


(3.) It will be a ſerial viſion, accompanied with 
familiar acquaintance, and intimate converſe. To ſee him 
as he is, implies company and communion, imparting 
knowledge, unboſoming hearts, communicating ſecrets, 
and mutual expreſſions of love. So do dear friends when 
they meet and ſee one another after a long ſeparation. 
When friends ſpeak of ſeeing one another, converſe and 
fellowſhip, are always ſuppoſed and implied, and not a 
bare ſeeing. And the friends of the bridegroom will not 

only ſee him in the future ſtate with their eyes, but 
with their ears too hear him, whoſe mouth is moſt ſaveet, 

and who has grace poured into his lips; hear him ſpeak 

1 to them, and diſcourſe of the great things of God. 

= We are indeed at preſent ſtrangers to the manner of 

converſe which will be between the' man Chriſt and 
the ſaints in heaven. But I know no reaſon why he 
may not there ſpeak with the lips, and in the expreſſions 
of a man, In this thought I find was our heavenly Mr. 

- Mitchel. © Look, ſays he, F what Chtiſt did in con- 

* verſe with his diſciples aſter his re ſurrection, when he 

„% was then-entred into a glorified ftate, he will do for 
them in heaven. Then, after he was riſen, he opened 

« to them the Scriptures, ſo as that their h arts burnt 

* within them, Luke 24. 27. And ſpake of the things of 

* the kingdom of God, Acts 13. Then indeed but in or- 

4 der to the carrying on of the kingdom of grace, and 

* in ſuch a manner as ſuted that end. And why may 
es not think that he will in heaven, in ſuch a.man- 


; 4 In kis diſcourſe of the glory of ben 


* 
„ N 
=: 


A 


* 


ner and meaſure as ſutes the kingdom of glory, ex- 


pound the ſcriptures, 0g lag open the myſteries * of 
the kingdom; thoſe p 
* known but in a little part, and others, that were here 
* not known at all, in a ſurprizing and glorious manner. 
1 And, (as he goes on,) O the burnings and flames, and 

* ſeraphical affections, that all the ſaints about him will 

* then be fild with! Never ſuch a preacher, and never 


ully and clearly that were here 


4 ſuch hearers for attention and affection, without fleep- 


© ing, dulneſs, or wearineſz, as there will be then. Thus 


he; who knows now whether it is ſo or not. Perhaps 
this is meant by the feeding of the lamb, in Rev. . 17. 


zbem. 


: 
9 - 


(4.) An appropriating viſion: Propriety ſweetens vi- 
18 Sight without intereſt here wou'd render miſe- 
rable and not bleſſed; as it will the devils and 


damned ſpirits. But the ſaints ſhall ſee him as their 


God, and the ir Redeemer. Job 19. 25 1 know that 


redeemer, liver h, whom I ha 


ſee and enjoy him in all thoſe. relations of grace wherein 


he ſtands to them; as their head and husband, father and 


friend. Rev. 21, 5, God himſelf ſpall be with them, and 
be their God. Here the doubts which they had about 
their intereft in him, the truth of their relation to him, 
were very diſquieting, and hindred their joy in him s 


But being able then to look upon him as theirs, they 
will ſee him with the higheſt ſatisfaction, and the moſt 
extraordinary pleaſure. Ifaj- 25. 9. And it ball be ad 
in that day, Lo, thit is our God, we haue waited for 
him; ibis is the Lord, we have waited for bim, we will 


be glad, and rejoyce in his ſaluation. 5 + 
4 (5) An affeftionate and loving viſion. They now love 


him whom they have not ſeen, but by an eye of faith, 


and in that deſcription which the goſpel. gives of him : 


How then will they love him wheri they ſhall come to 


ſee him as he is, and find that one half of his be 


not told them. Love enters in at the eye; and is 


maintain d and increas d by frequent ſight. The eye 


+ afﬀfets the heart with love as well as ſorrow: 
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dpouſe Was overcome with e to Chriſt when ſhe ſaw. 
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And the lamb which is in tbe midſt of the throne ſpall fe“ 


ſee for my ſelf. They will 
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him but thro the latteſt; how then will ſne be raviſh'd 
to ſee his unvail'd beauty in the light of glory? To 
dwelt under the direct beams of the ſun of righteouſ- 
nels, muſt needs warm the heart with the moſt ardent 
ö love. . * ma * y * | Ja . 4 274 . 
) A moſt joyſul viſion: The believing proſpect of 
Chriſt that . e made e Revit. tho 
his coming was ſo far off in his time. He rejoyb'd to ſee 
CHRIST's day: he ſaw it, and was glad ſoh. 9. Ho 
glad then wou'd he have been to have ſeen his perſon, 
and taken him up in his arms, as good old Simeon did? 
Some have wiſh'd to have ſeen Chriſt in the fleſih: But 
how much greater joy muſt it be to ſee him in his glory. 
How. reviv'd was the good old Patriarch Jacob to ſee 
Feſeph, whom he tho't to be dead, alive” in all his 
pomp 2” iplendor in Egypt? He was even ready to 
die * joy. Now Jet me die, ſaid he to his ſon, ſince I 
ne ſten thy fate, becauſe thou art yet alive, Gen. 46. 30. 
And how tranſported will the ſaints be, to lee Ze/us, who 
ſuffered death, and was buried; to ſee Him alive, riſen and 
aſcended, ſeared ar the right hand of rhe majeſty in the 
heavens, 'crown'd with” glory and honour, angels, autho- 
rittes and powers being ma e to him; and behold 
Be is alive for ever more. The apoſtle ſoretells, what 
joy this will be to the ſaints 1 Pet 1 7, 8. Thar rhe 
trial of your faith being much nore precious than , - gold 
' That perifherh, tho it 25 tried with fire, © might be found 
te praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of 
Jeu Cbriſi: Whom having- not ſeen, yg love, in whom 
= Thu" now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejcyce with joy 
' wyſpeaRable;-and full of glory: As much as if he had 
faid ; © If ye now rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory, believing in Jeſus Chriſt whom ye never 
ſaw, What joy. will flow in upon you, and to what a height 
will it rife, when ye ſhall ſee him? If the joy of faith 
be unſpeakable and full of glory, what will the joy of 
wiſiou be? To this the apoſtle's own tho'ts ran, and 
to it he would carry theirs ; for he ſays to em ip 13 ver. 
5 Wherefore gird up the loins of gour mind, be ſober, and hops 
v0 Fh ind. for rhe grace to be bros ro you at thei revelation” 
E of Feſus Chriſt. And in 4. chap, 13. He bids em 
do rcjoype now, þegauſe erben bis glory es | 
* o | . "7 — | 5 1 4 
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they ſhall rejoice alſo with exceeding jey: So that the 
1 — ſee ing Chriſt as he is will n n 
ceeding all other joys, beyond what was ever felt be. 
fore. Our Lord web he was about to leave the world, * 
appear d concern d far his followers, that heir joy might et 
remain, ond that it might be full It is not full in this 
world, where they are at ſuch a diſtance from him; but 

it will be full in heaven, Where they will be near him, 
and ſee him. Pſa F. ult. In thy, preſence. is fulneſi of joy, © 
ar thy right band here are pleaſures for ever, nor. 


2 A en 


1 


7 


F een, a 
00 . It. will. be gn, endete transforming, viſion, 
The e the, glotiſied redeemer, Will 
change them into a glorious likeneſs to him. This viſion 
carries a transforming power with it, and has a Wwonder- 
ful effect, Boch upon che body and ſoul. The glonf- 
ed perſon will receive ſuch an impreſſion from this 
viſion, as wax receives from the ſeal, or any thing re- 
ceives that it is caſt into a mould. We. ball be lite 
him, ſays the text, for aue ſball ſee bim as be is. But o. 
the transforming power of this viſion, we ſhall have oc- 


. 


caſion to ſpeak. by and. by, - - 


(8) It will be a ſatisfying viſion. From this viſion* 
of him, and that likeneſs to him which is produc'd b 
it, reſults the - moſt compleat delight and ſatisfaction. 
Pſal. 19, ult- I. Hall behold thy face in.righteouſn2ſs 3. I — 
hall be ſati ed, when. I awake. with thy likeneſs, And i 
what can be wanting to ſatisfie that ſoul, that both ſees 4 
God, and is like him? Nathing more can be wiſh'd 


1 


for. The heart can't riſe higher than this; all poſſible 
bleſſedneſs is ſum'd up and contajn'd in it. As ouf 
likeneſs to Chriſt riſeth from our viſion of him, ſo t 
ſatisſaction, content, and reft, ariſe from both. There ig 
no proper ſatisſaction in this world. Solomon: tells u 
The «ye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear wwith hear. 
ing. And the P/almiſt ſaid, I have ſeen an end of all pen, 
feftion But there is perfect latisfaction in heaven, and 

the viſion of God in Chrilt, and; the Tikenefs to him 
Teſulting therefrom, make it-  Zord, ew us the father, + 

aid Philip to Chriſt, and it ſufficeth. In the ſeeing 

God and being like to him, the Capacities of a rational 

ul are fill'd up, and it's. cravings ſatisfied. God is 

. - 5 1 5 - 95 * latlsfied -? Y 
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_ fatisfied in and with himſelf, and therefore can perſectly 
ſatisfie us. Once more, Tg fs 


- (s.) It is a fixed, perpetual, eternal viſion ; without 
intermiſſion or termination, interruption - or ending. 
1 Theff. r. 1. & ſpall e be ever with the Lord The 

Fpouſe complains her beloved had withdrawn himſelf: but 
there will be no ſuch complaint in heaven. There no 
eloud will ever again obſcure the viſion of his ſace; we 
ſhall ſee him as he is thro' an endleſs eternity. Many 
live to ſee an end of creature perfe&tion, but this will 
be never-ending. And this makes the viſion ſo delight- 
ful and ſatisfying If it were uncertain, or if it were 
limited, tho for never ſo long a period of time, it wou'd 
leſſen the gloryand abate the pleaſure all the while. The 
fear or ſuſpicion of looſing it, wou d hinder the ſatisſaction 
in the time of enjoyment. But this is what ſweetens and 
eatens the whole happineſs, it ſhall never end, never 
fade away. If the _ cou d triumphantly ask in 
this world, Who foal 1 4 5 us from the love of Chriſt > 
How much more will they be able to do it in heaven, 
where they that are made pillars in the remple of God, 
Hall go no more out? | | 175 


Me come now in the 


23 III. lace, To ſay ſomething of the power and acy 

which . viſion of Chriſt will have, to make er 
. -dren of God like him in the future ſtate. The argument 
of the apoſtle in the text, We ſhall be like bim, vos we 


Pall ſee him, is not ſo eafy and obvious: It is certain 


wicked men and devils will ſee him, and yer not be like 
him. How then does likeneſs to him reſult from the 
viſion of him £ 83 | | 


I anſwer by ſaying, It does ſo only in a prepared ſubject, 
that has Har . or the renewing of the ſpirit of God, 
- receiv'd ſomething of his image and likeneſs They that 
an't in ſome meaſure like him, can't have this viſion of 
him ; *e&i:7hout holineſs no man ſhall} ſee the Lord. And 

by this viſion of him their likeneſs ta him will be ren: 
fred perſect and compleat. Likeneſs prepares for light, 
aud — alſo begets likenzſs. Where the object is fo 
vp Ky ; wg a. : 8 ; $3 * e fficacious, 
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eKcaeious, the act of ſeeing fo full, and the ſubje@ ſo 


prepared, what but likeneſs ſhould enſue ? This is 2 


nice and difficult point, in which tis eaſy to darkes 


counſel, by words without knowledge. I ſhall therefore chuſe 


to ſpeak here in the words of another, the great Mr. How, 
a name highly honoured, (as one ſays of him) for his ſa- 
gacity of tho't, his exalted ideas, and converſe with the ſpi · 
ritual world, which appear in bis writings He ſpeaks 
to this purpoſe reſpecting the point we are upon, the 
relation which ſeeing Chriſt has to our being like him, 


+ © The object ſeen, is unſpeakably efficacious ; the | 


« act of intuition is full of lively vigor; the ſubject was 


* ee in a diſpoſition before : and what ſhould 
s 


inder then, but this glorious effect, ſhould imme- 
% diately enſue ? As the ſun no ſooner puts up his 
* head above the hemiſphere, but all the vaſt ſpace 
% whither it can diffuſe its beams, is preſently. tranſ- 
& formed into its likeneſs, and turned into a viſion: of 


„ light. What more can be wanting to cauſe all car- 5 
% nality and fin, every thing - that's contrary to the i- 


« mage of God to vaniſh out of the ſoul, and an intire 
© frame of holineſs- to ſucceed; but one ſuch fight of 
* the glory of God in Chriſt. One ſuch ſight of his pu- 
„ rity, makes the ſoul pure; one ſuch fight of his 
« Joveleneſs\ turns it into love: and this _ always 
remaining, the impreſs remains freſh and lively. -- 


The object has quite another aſpect upon a wicked 


ſoul, and the af of ſeeing is alſo of another kind: 
ect follows. Beſides the ſubje& }.. - 
© too is otherwiſe diſpoſed ; and therefore as the ſur © 


© therefore no ſuch e 


< enlightens not the. inward parts of a dunghil, when 
eit does the clear and pure air; fo the fight of God 


in Chriſt, transforms and affimilates at laſt, not a wick- - 
ed, but a holy perfon. ' That which here makes the 


« great difference in the temper of the ſubject, is 


Tode. I look upon the face of a ſtranger, and it 
© moves me not; but upon a friend, and his face 

« preſently transforms mine into a chearful aſpect. 

_ © Hatred of Chriſt, and enmity to him, fortifies and ſhuts 
up the ſoul of a wicked man againſt him. But the 


bun, diſcoule of the diekkune et he right 
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hteous, ? | . 
« foul _ 
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* foul that loves him, opens it ſelf to him, admits his 
influences and impreſſions, and yields to the transſorm- 
. © ing power of his appearing glory. There is no reſiſts 
ent principle remaining, when the love of Cod is 
perſected in it; and ſo overcoming is the firſt fight 
* of his glory upon the awaking ſoul, that it perſects 
« his likeneſs in it at once. Thus as glory initial and 
1 progreſſive in this life, enters at the eye, (bebolding 
* as in a glaß the glory of God, we are changed into 
. *<'rhe fame image. 2 Cor. 3. 18.) ſo does perfect and 
_ * conſummate glory in the other life.” But this for the 
| 1 there is between ſeeing Chriſt and being 

| e him. | . 


1 The Ve now muſt be in one ſhort word, 


LET vs ALL E DIRECTED TO PREPARE FOR THIS 
Son ious $YGHT- If we an't prepared for it in this 
World, we ſhall never be admitted to it in the next. 
Indeed all will ſee Cas 1sT when he appears, but with a 
very great difference. The wicked and unprepar'd will 
have a dreadful fight-of him: a fight that will be. fo 
- = fir from rendering them bleſſed, that it will render them 
unſpeakably miſerable ; inſtead of making them rejoice 
| and triumph, it will make them to fear and tremble, to 
maourm and wail. There will be a univerſal viſion. of 
5 Chriſt at the great day, and it will produce a general 
| mourning. Matt. 24. 30 Then ſhall appear the ſign of 
the ſon of man, in heaven, and then all the tribes of the 
earth ſtall mourn, and they ſpall ſee the ſon of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven, wirh power and great glory. Tarn 
'ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH SHALL MOURN, 
--- Not that every particular perfon of every tribe ſhall 
mourn, (for ſome of every tribe ſhall lift up their heads 
arith joy) but many of every tribe ſhall mourn, and-the 
greater number of them ſhall-do fo. The like we are 
told. Rev, 1. 5. Behold, be cometh with clouds, and every 
"eye ſpall fee him, and they alſo which pierced him: and 
4 1 kindreds of the earth ſhall wail: becanſe of him. Theſe 
will endeavour to hide rhemſelves from him in dens and 
Yorks the mountains, and in vain cry 10 the mountains 
ro fall on them, and hide them from the face of hin, that 
ſits on tbe throne, Such à different view and bot of 
. | | rut 
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Chhriſt as this; will there be at the great day. Ol bor, 


careful and diligent then ſhou'd we all be, in preparing 
for ſuch a ſight of him as will. make ws bleſled F IB 


* 
* 
= 


l ſinners therefore ſeek a renovation of nature, 2 ; ; 
change of heart and liſe. Let them beg the ſpirit df 


God to renew them aſter the divine image, to change 
them from ſin to grace; for without holineſs none ſhall. 


the Lord, with comfort; and into the kingdom of © 


heaven, hall in no wiſe emer any thing that defiterh. 1 


And let the children of God ſeek after greater mea: 
ſures of grace and ſanctification; and endeavour to cleanſe 
themſelves more and more from all - filehineſs of the fleſp 
and ſpirit, and to carry holineſs on to perfectios in be 


Fear of God, For as the apoſtle ſays inthe verſe after our 


text, Every man that hath this hope, purefieth himſelf as 
God is pure. Your hope of this is not right if it has not 
ſuch a purifying effect upon you, and you will be aſham'd 


of it at laſt. And the more like you are to Cu sr in 


grace now, the fitter will you be ſor the viſion of him in 
glory hereafter, and the more grateful and joyful will the * 
ght of him be. e | N oY nn 


In this prepared ſtate, we have good reaſon to thin , 
was found that gracious youth, Mr. Mos xs ABBoT, 

whoſe deceaſe in the twenty third year of his age, has o 
cafion'd this diſcourſe. I confeſs I have no great ſond- 


neſs- for funeral characters, yet where the grace of God. EPL 
has remarkably appear'd in any, the mention of ſuch- 


things in them as were lovely and of good report, imita 
ble and praiſe. worthy, makes for the honour of God, and 
the advantage of the living; to do this on a proper oc- © 
caſion needs no excuſe or apology ;* the ſcriptures war- 

rant it, a great part of which is taken up in relating the _ 
holy lives and deaths of the ſaints; and the thing carries 

its own juſtification with it. It was the earneſt defire of 


the deceaſed to me, to recommend Cua 18 r to Young. 
People, to invite them into his ways, and to perſwade © 
them to devote themſelves'to-him betimes. He lik d his 


maſter ſo well, that he could not but commend him and 
his ſervice to others, This ſhow'd both his love to hxiſt, 
and to the ſouls of his AS; | So. when Philip had 
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wund Chriſt, he was very deſirous to bring Nathanael in- 
toa happy acquaintance with him too; He faith unto him, 
Come, and ſes. Joh. 1. 46. And I know not how I can do 
this better than by giving a brief account of his own ex- 
- #mple and experiences, the manner of his living and dy- 
ing which I _ will carry a ſecret and powerful efficacy 
o make impreffions on others. He had the honour a 
| ppineſs, we muſt needs think, of being an early con- 
vert. The Spirit of God mov'd him betimes, and his grace 
made him an improved chriſtian before he was a grown 
man. When he was about faurreen years of age, he began 
to Keep a written record of his frames and carriages to- 
wards God, ro rhe end (as he writes) that be might become 
more fully acquainted 1wrh his ſpsretual condition, and how 
Things ſtood between God and him. And it evidently ſhows 
that he had a ſolid acquaintange with divine things, and 
à high reliſh of them; that he was much in prayer, me- 
Jitation, and ſelſ-e xamination; and maintain'd a ſtrict 
watch over his heart, words, and actions An evil tho't, 
the omiſſion of any duty, or a paſſionate haſty expreſſion, 
is not ſuffer d to paſs away without a ſorfow ſul re mark. 
He ſets down his frames and employment, often on Week- 
days, very conſtantly on Sabbath and Sacrament days, on 
Faſt days, on New-gears days, and on the return of his 
 Birth-day, This method he us'd till within a week or 
two of his death- III had taken up this hour in reciting 
to you paſlages out of his Diary, I doubt not but you 
Would have tho't it an edifying Sermon; and indeed ſe- 
veral hours might be fo taken up. I ſhall ſelect but one 
or two paſſages out of many like them, and give them to 


you exactly in his own words. 
| December 21. 1933. He writes thus, * When I look 


„back on my temper and conduct for this two months | 


< paſt, I find abundant reaſon to give glory unto God, 
at and to take ſhame unto my ſelf. | | 
The things that I would be aſbam d of, and humbled 
4 for, are my vain tho'ts, pride, ſel love, vain glory, 
« pathon, peeviſhneſs, and impatience under afflictiors; 
« unthankſulneſs; my backwardnefs to, dullneſs and 
% wandrings in holy duties; the unſtableneſs of my ſc ul 
<, when I ſet my ſelf to meditate on ſpiritual things, that 
© then my tho'ts are diverted by every aifle, ſo that 1 _ 
$6 44h. WOT. by . late y 
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« rarely ſay, O God, my hears is fixed.” My inordinate love 
to and delight in creatures, and earthly enjoyments ? 
* my miſpence of time, idle and hos eee 167 N 

t jmpenitency, unbelief, hardneſs of heart, want of love. 

© to God, delight in his ways, &c. Theſe things are, I 

« truſt, the greateſt grief and burden to me of any thing 
jn the world; and I know of nothing I fo'earneſtly ' 
© gefire as a freedom from them. Ian oppreſſed; under: 
« take for me! O Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my ſoub. _ 
© I come to the fountain open d for fin and for uncl, 
«© for pardon and for cleanſing. - O aſs me, and I ſpall _ 
' & And now tet wy fa magni) the Lark; abhinphittf” 
And now let my ſoul magniſy the Lord, and m ſpirit 
s yojoyce in God my Saviour, for what the bleſſed Spirit 
* has wro't in me, and done for me. Haſt not thou, Of 
« Holy Spirit of God, made this breach between fin and ' 
m foul ; fo that tho ſin ſtill remains in me, yet it is 
* not indulg'd; but in ſome degree pray'd, watclt d, ſtri- 
„ven againſt ? Haſt thou not alſo-implanted in my foul, | 
« 2 ſincere earneſt defire after holineſs ? Haſt thou nor 
* enabled me at ſome times to mourn for fin, berauſe it 

<« js att offence to God, and the blackeſt ingratitude to 

* my bountiſul benefactor? Haſt thou not diſcoder d to 

« me my wretched and undone condition by nature, and 

e the need I have of a Saviour, that I am altogether un- 
« able to help my ſoul ; that a glorious CH i is both 
© able and willing to help me? Vea, haſt thou not mads 

E. me willing to be ſav'd byChrift on goſpelterms{which = 
« are moſt juſt and reaſonable) to accept of him in 'all 
* his offices, with all his benefits; to be as willing tobe 
« .ruPd by his law, as to be fav'd by his merits 3” to bs 

„ conform'd to his holy image and bleſſed example??? 
' © Haſt thou nat wro'tin my foul a ſincere love-tothe - 
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tace that has made 


* of thy boly Providence, and to have commur With. 
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Lord How ſweet are thine ordinances, when accom- 
” 1 with the influences oſ thy bleſſed Spirit? What 
i 


ght, life, joy, comſort do they afford my ſoul? Bleſſed 
de God, that Sabbaths have been ſo agreable, and 


1 Sacraments fo ſweet to me! Lord, Haſt thou not mani- 
ec feſted thy ſelf to me, ſo as not to the world ?-------- 


Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, and for the ſweet in- 


_ * fluences of his Hot r Spi TT, whereby be applies to 


that I hope he has made to my ſou 


the Souls of believers, all the benefits which Chriſt has 


_ © purchaſed; and eſpecially for the application of them 
x vy O that the evi · 


dences of my good eſtate may he more and more clear- 
«ed up unto me, that I might lead a life of praiſe to, 
* and oy in God, and in ſo doing begin the work of 


# heaven upon earth; Amen and Amen! 


> And on the 29th of the ſame Month, being Saturday- 


 Evenzng, he writes thus, l have enjoyed the ſweet 


influences of the Spirit in the exerciſes of this evening. 


*The word of God read, came with warmth, life 


. and power to my ſoul. I was in an uncommon 


* manner aſſiſted and enlarged in family prayer, and in- 
joyed re communion with God therein. My 
* communion roſe higher in ſecret prayer, wherein I had 


_- © moſt realizing view of the preſence of my moſt gra- 


cious God; that my dear Saviour was looking down 
* in mercy upon me; that the Holy Spirit was inditin 

* my poor prayers and praiſes ; and that the good angels 
* were rejoycing over me. My ſoul was in an extraordi- 
* nary manner enlivened and elevated. I was enabled 
jn the exerciſe of a lively faith, to commit my | preci- 


_ © ous ſou into the hands of my great Saviour, to be 


2 " 
- 
: 
" 


by him kept from ſin, quickned to duty, to be guided 


by counſel, till he brings me to glory; and my to 


be kept from uſing any of its members as inſtruments 
of '{in, and to be employ'd for God; to have it ſleep in 


« Jeſus, and remain united to Him till the reſurrection, 
' © and then to awake compleat in his likeneſs. I commit: 


ted all my concerns into his glorious hands, to be or- 


© dered by him as he pleaſes,de wriog humbly to acquieſce 

I jn all his diſpenſat ions. And having done thus, I did 

IS py oo degree triumph wich the apoſtle, I know 
bars 
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* can and will: keep that which I have committed to him 4. 8 
* gainſt that day. O ſweet evening, more to be deſft  _ 
«chan a thouſand! Could it always be thus with al ES: 

1 


% I ſhould enjoy a mere heaven upon earth; but this 
cannot expect, for even now while Lam writing, I fee 
* ſome alteration. Nevertheleſs, bleſſed. be God ſor auß, 
« ſuch reviving hours that give a little glimpſe: of he 
glory of the heavenly world. Lord, favour Fr 2 
« ort hy me with more and more of them, and. I will 73 
“ give thy grace all the glory. And O bring me to fee 
5. greater things than theſe, to ſpend an eternity in per- | 
© te and uninterrypted communion. with these in thy. 
Kingdom, to be with my dear Saviour where he is to 


a 3 


* behold his glory. Amen and Amen 


The laſt Sabbath he was able to attend the public _ -. 
worſhip, was on the 1 of March laſt, then he writes hum, 

This Sabbath alſo was one of my beſt days. think £ 8 
© can truly ſay, no days however ſpent are ſo ſweet: and 
© agreable to me as the Lord's- days. O how . agreable 
* then will an eternal Sabbath of reſt in heaven be! 


On our laſt Sacrament day, April jth. Which Wäg on 
firſt on which he was confin'd he writes thus, © Detain“ 
+ ſtill from the public worſhip,. but not de prix d altogs. 
© ther of the God of ordinances. I de ſir d to be humble 
for misimprovement of. paſt ſabbaths and NEAR ang 
* yet would bleſs God for the many ſweet hours. 1 have 
“ enjoy'd at his houſe and table. But, O my ſoul, truſt _ 
„not ta any of. thy performances, but away to thy _ 
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In theſe paſſages. you ſee ſome of the ſecret l 
2nd vital acts of that life of God which was implanted- 
and growing in his young Soul: And his end was agte⸗ 
_ / ſuch a life of devotion to God and communion 
with him. i He e 
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N He had been for many months under the languiſhments 
ol a conſumprion, but Was not confin'd fo his chamber till 
about a ſortaight before his death; when, having walk dd 
aboꝑt in the ay time, ang perforated family hor in the 
ling, he had a little aſtet his going into his bed avery 
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*u 4 Hua SERMON. 


ſudden ill turn, which put nature into a mighty ſtruggle, 
and made him think himſelf a going, as they about him 
tho't him to be. In the beginning of the - paroxi/m, 
he ſeem'd to be much in the dark, and to have 10 fall 
conflift in his foul. He tho't bimſelf dying without 
the light'of God's countenance ſhining upon him; and 
when thoſe about him went to ſpeak comfortable words 


8 way clear. At this time I as ſent ſor to him, 
ut before I came the darkneſs was all ſcatter'd, and a 
wgnvellous lig he had broken in upon him. I found him ja 


x do him he coul not receive them 7 mu : ſays he, ſee 
wW 


A rronfport and extaſy of joy, in which it ſeem'd as if his 


foul would have at once, broke looſe from his body. O, 
ſaid he, now ſee my Saviour; A. ready to recesve me. 


am going to my dear Feſus, to ſee bim as he is! O. it is 
TFT, 


deſir'd and pray d for, to die thus. I beg d it 


40 
a Gut 172 morning on my knees. — O free grace! free 
grace! 


t That ſweet word va REH GRACE. | Les God be en- 
Ard, and man depreſſed ! — O thatGod ſhould ſer bis ever- 
lafting-Joue upon me! O that beaven gates ſpould be ſet open 

| I a one as T am ! Tord, ſaid he, thou knoweſt I never 
deſir'd a long liſe in this world, only that the days Thoſe on 


FS 


earth wex be goin'd in henven.— When he was deſir'd 


to ceaſe ſpeaking ſo much and ſo loud, becauſe of ſpend- 
ing himſelf. Wu muſt not interrupt me, ſaid he; TI muſt 
glorify my Saviour with my laſt breath. Hz has done infi- 
witehy"more for me, than Ican do for him, I am in heaven 
already. And, O ye ſtanders by, did you feel what I feel, 
and ſee whar T ſee ; hot would ye long to be gone? How 
avould ye long to be gone ? . Du mortal fleſh cam t expreſs 
nor conceive ; no, nor you boſts above cant expreſs, nor con- 
cerve neither, the glories of your maker ! — And now we 
heard the voice which before was faint and low, ſhouting, 
and making the room ring with, Harrztuſan! Har- 
LELUJAu ! HALLELvjan! For the Zord God omnipo- 
elec; odour weir tray voy. 


At ſuch a rate as this, we that ſtood round his bed, heard 

him triumph for an hour & half together. Tho' he was 
not now a dying, as be tho't himſelf to be, yet he chang d 
for Death; and after this grew lower and lower, the 

Fus of his mind continuing much the ſame to his end. 
Two days after this, when in a faint turn he ſcem'd 2 
* 85 ER 3 2 20 feed. 41 j | 
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| juſt expiring, his good mother ask'd him, If he was still 
willing to die. His anſwer to her was, Are you willing E 
to put off your old cloaths ? And ben he Wae adk'd's |} 
ſew minutes before he died, How he did now His anſwer | ; 
was, I feel rhe glories of the upper world, and defire ta de 
part, and to be with Chriſt which 65 by far the beſt of alk "A 
And with theſe words he gave up the ghoſt. —— _. 2M 
Thus was our young Moſes in the mount, even lle 
he walk'd through the dark valley ; and his face ons | 
while it was cover'd with the ſhadow of death. © 5e 
Thus God deals by ſome of his people, when they are 
going to the heavenly Canazn, as he did by his ſervant 
Moſes at the border of the earthly. He ſets them "ds K 
were on the top of Piſgah, and bids them look; ad 
' behold the land which he would give them; bur with 
this happy difference, that whereas he only beheld it wit 
his eyes, they are to go over and poltefs irt. 
So an Abel, or a Moſes, being dead, yer ſpeak, in their 
lovely example, in the dying teſtimony A rave for 
2 and his ways, and in what others ſay of them Tor 
the bene fit of the living, pak bes ond, 
| Here's another Inſtance of one throꝰ grace, willing r. 
ther to be abſent from the body, and to by preſen with tb 
Lord. He was prepar'd and help'd to be thus willing wut 
may well ſuppoſe, by the courſe of Sermons he Jately | 
heard from thoſe words, in this place, by out elde paſtor 
Itemember 7 ſpoke of them to me wit pleafure che Wt 
time I viſited him in his languiſhment; being forty that hs 
was detained from hearing the laſt of the. 


Beſt be God, tit he n ede gs ud Ky tic 
2 


* k 
N — 


inſtances of his grace, in this degenetate age ! "They 
teach us the reality, the power, the excellercy of that reli. 
gion, the 2 of Jxsus, Which is now fo much del: 
piſed and neglected. How divine is that teligion, Which 


* The Rev. Doctor Colman; preach'd on occaſion af the deaths 
of ſome gracious handmaids of the Lord, belonging to this 
; "Communion, ho were enabled to die in this happy. 
© Namely, Mrs. Tyuia Mather, Mrs. Mary Mito, a4 Mrs 
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_ beth I er; whoſe names I thus record with p 5 
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2 4 Nane SERMON. 


ſo carries above the fears of death, and cauſes to triumph; 
over it! That gives in ſuch living comforts. in dying mo- 
ments! O what a difference is thete between the death 
- of a chriſtias, and of an it?! :. 
Let this ſerve for the convictian and ſilencing thoſe that 
hate che power of godlineſs, that ſpeak of the experien- 
ges of chriſtians, their communion with God and joy in 
him, as a meer fancy.. *, Theſe ſpeak evil of the things 
- which roy know not; but they that have the virneſs 
wur hin themſelves, know how. to pity them fot their igno+ 
| rance, folly, and unbelief- i 


How ſhould ſuch an example as this ſhame many of us 
whoare elder, for our low attainments and ſmall experi- 
ences, and make us aim higher in religion than we com- 
monly do? So out Saviour to reprove and ſhame his 
own diſciples, once tobk a child, and ſet him in the midſt 
of them, Mar. 9, 26. 1 | 


And ho ſhould this recommend religion to young People? 
You ſee there is peace and pleaſantneſs in the way of it, 
£ any joy in the end of it. Are you not convinced now of 
the great difference between the death of the holy and 
the prophane, the righteous and the ſinner ? Surely this 
wiſh has been rais d in vou by what you have heard, Let me 
die the death of the rigbteous, and my laſt end be like his! But 
then you mult live their life, if you would die their death. 


A And now, O that God, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
the God of all grace, would bleſs the example that has now 
been ſet before you, for the forming more ſuch among 
our Youth, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace! 


 T-ſhall conclude with one word of admonition, to the 
great aſſembly of young People here preſent; You muſt 
account fer it anot her day, what uſe you make of ſuch exam- 

ples ; and if you dont improve them now for your imitation, 

' . God will improve them then for your condemnation. The 
© goodneſs of ſome will aggravate t he badneſs of others, who had 
equal helps and advamages for their ſouls, but did not im- 
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HE paſſages out of his Diary, which were given 
| as a Specimen in the Sermon, were fo pleaſing 
do the hearers, that many have deſired more of 
* them might be inſerted in the publication. 1 
have therefore given my ſelf the plsaſure, rather than the 
Pai ns, to tranſeribe theſe which follow: © I muſt acknow. 8 
ledge they have been affecting to my ſelf in the reading Be 
and writing of them; and Fcan't but hope they will be 
profitable to others, to help them to diſtinguiſh between * 
the vital power of religion, and the dead image of it. 
which many are apt to take up with; and to learn them, 4 
after the ſame example, more frequently to retire int. 3 
the ir heatts, and to reflect upon their lives; Which 89600 N 
be a good means to make us all holier and better chan © 
we are in both - I wou'd reduce what I ſhall tranſcribe 
o £115 070” 1559) D OLI OEe 
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1. Some.of his Remarks reſpecting his Devotions, 
Frame of Mind, and outward Carriage on 
| Meck- days. "48. | 2115 514 E 92 1 4 &*- iy 
#pa7.Ollob.JWtthe morning of but a poor frame. Ae 
4. Wed.] T even, Oh! of what a ſweet frame of Soul ! 4 
like Ephraim bemoaning my ſelf ; humbly 
confeſſing and bewailing mine iniquities, and eatneſtly 
begging of the glorious God to pardon all my Sins. A 
lovely poſture ! O Lord grant that I may al way be of ſuch 
a'frame ! that I may alway have a broken and contrite 
ſpirit, which thou, O Lord, * not deſpiſe; 
4 * | : 3 | r 
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2 - His Neeb days Remarks. 
Me che morning L hope hearty. . At 
e e ebene b W A 


delreſh den At even, I hope ſincere, tho. not af 


eren. 8 


Nov. 3. Fri] In the morning but little life, 0 Land, 
quicken me for Chriſt's ſake! 


1128. Nov: 19; Mon.] Of a ſweet frame of Soul in the 
time. of ſecret and private duties. And in the intervals of 
duty, my tho'ts were ſweetly employ'd in meditation on 
God, and in getting ſomething ſpiritual out of the various 
objects my eyes oberes er. f 


1529. July 30. Wed.] Hearty I hope in prayer in the 
morning. and at noon. But I have been and am very bar- 
ren in divine meditation; ſo that when I go to meditate, I 
n break an and bring nothing to paſs. The 

rd pardon me, and help me to delight to enlarge in my 
meditations on him, and on things agreable to his will! 


1729,30. Feb. 9. Mon.] Too much indiſpoſed to 
duties and dull in them. O Lord humble me here for, 
and pardon me thro? Chriſt, and let thy ſtrength be made 
perfect in my weakneſs — Keep me from spIAITVAL 
9 ;. and, Oh ! make me fervent in ſpirit ſerving the 
E And Oh | procoully keep me from SPIRITUAL 
axe! And make me ſenfible of my own vileneſs,and 
that I have nothing in me good or deſireable, but what 
I have receiv'd from God, and therefore have nothing 
whereof to glory in my ſelf before God. And, Oh! Keep 
me from that ſoul deſtraying Sin of TzvsTING. IN mY 
Doris, and ſo ruTTING THEM IN THE ROOM or 
Cnrisr, And, Oh! Let the Lord alone be exalted in 
me. Help me to ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs 
and 3 And, Oh ! Let me worſhip God in the 
ſpirit, and rejoyce in Ca 16 J=$vs, and have no confi- 
dence in my ſelf; and in this Way obtain ſalvation + _ 


May 5- Thuiſ | Aberichaagiog himſelf with much that 
he tho't amiſs in his'own heart and life, he goes on to 
write ; Ohl that 1'could ſay, it is no more I, but ſin 
that dwelleth in me. Oh I gracious and merciful God ! 
humble me te the duſt for my fins, Lead me to a glori- 
9 5 a> 1 5 by, 0s 


| His Week-days Remarks. 


» 

ous Cnr by a deep and ſound repentance, for pardon 
and forgiveneſs ip his blood. And, O my dear Saviour ! 
ſave me from my ſins, and bleſs me by turning me from 


mine iniquities ! O let not the world, nor the devil, nor - 


my own hearts luſts, prove too hard for me. But grant 
that ſin may not have dominion over me, and that I may 
overcome the world: and bruiſe ſatan under my feet, aud, 
© Lord, do it ſhortly ! And now my Soul cleavesto the 
duff, Oh! quicken me after thy word, to all duties, and 
_ eſpecially to and in thoſe duties that I find it moſt hand 
to perform; and make me a pure, humble, holy, heaven« 


ly, ſerious, watchful, prayerſul, ſelf-debying, thankful,” 
patient, charitable, lively, exemplary; ſincere, fruitfol, © . 


and p 8 
Lord grant theſe things to me for Chriſt's fake ! That ſo 
I may not live in any the leaſt fin, nor in the negjets or 


careleſs performance of any the leaſt duty; and that 1 
may eſpecially mind the great and comprehenſive duties 


of Loves To Gon, and to my Nz16nzuus; and may be 


moſt afraid of the greateſt and moſt heinous ſins ; and 


may always live ſo as to keep a conſcience void oſ offences 
both towards God and man, and may adorm the holy 4 
ſeſſion that I make, that others ſeeing my pure and holy 
converſation, and pious example and behaviour, in ſome 

good meaſure like to the bleſſed Jeſus, may glorify thee” 
my heavenly father. O Lord, ſay Amen to theſs and ſuch” 
like requeſts, I humbly beſeech thee, and let me herein 


and a God that heareſt prayers. Amen! 


* 


* 
9 ” 


Oh! that I could ſpend my time well. Lord, keep me 
_ lawfully and religiouſly employ'd the whole of my time, 
and let me not ſquander away my precious hours in idle- 
neſs, but ſo let me improve them in diſcharging faith. 
fully and uprightly all the duties I owe to God & man, 
as that I may be able to give up my account at laſt witch 
joy, and may receive the reward of rich grace. 


®.; 4 * 
13 
f 4 1 m 
V. * , x 4 £0 F ig F 
5 9 b * F 
- N 4 7 * d 2 5 7” > 1 g = * * 2 
% - , : | 4 . "* . : | * - 
2 | "Nr Hs 9 , 
* e 211 1 get , 
/ 5 99 — 14 N 10 * 7 [7 — 4 „ 
6 N . N 
. — ys 2 * 5 "+ I j ; 
6”, {4.5 &: Ya3$ t.] 
* * * 
_ 1 - 


chriſtian, and that unto the death. 0 


find that thou art a merciful God and father in Jeſus Chriſt, 5 


Fuly 15, Wed] I have a great deal of leiſure ne 


1 3 
"8 


been ſincere in often 


&face in my ſoul, by all the bleſſed fruits aud effects 


# r % East. 


Rehn ee 
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II. His K- Exami nations, Inquiry into the ſtate 4 
ol his Soul, and Reflections upon his Life. 


felf.c 


Ne} 3862-126 OECD DAG {© 201 mags i 
"7 Sl. Ab ſecret prayer I ſell to the work of 
1 | r 


9 0598 crert 
Thur. } „by ſome rules ſer, down 1 Mr, 
| I hope and truſt that I have 
begging the affiſtance of the bleſſed 
Spirit, to enable me to make a right judgment a 
ſelf - And I de ſire now to ſet it down with ſeriouſneſs: 
and delibexation, that I cannot but hope that God has. 
begun that good work of his grace in me, that he wil 


perfect to the day of Chriſt. I hope that I do truly hate 


All ſin, and ſhould rejoyee to be freed from it. I hope 
that I do love God a 


Chriſt. Ohl that my love was 
more enflam' d. I hope I deſire to know more of Chriſt's 
beauty and glory, and would prize him more, and would 
obey all his holy commands to the death; and would 
by faith reſt on Chriſt ſor Salvation. Now I would look 
on theſe things as evidences of gtace in my foul, but 
not as the meritorious cauſes of my ſalvation. For 
I. would give my glorious Redeemer | the praiſe of it 
wholly ; and adore the grace of God thro? him be ſtowed 
on me. O Lord, let me not be deceived: in the ſtate of 
my ſoul! And, Oh! help me to live as becomes the 


redeemed of the Lord; a holy, humble, watchful, and 


prayerful life | | 13 


1730, Apr. 11. Satur. ] After ſecret prayer to the glori- 


ous God at noon, I fell to the work of ſelf examination, 


and tried my ſelf about my faith, my re pentance, my ho- 
lineſs, new obedience, humility, fince: t, & mortification. 


- of fin, by the rules that Mr. Reyner lays down to diſcover 
choſe things in us: And 1 hope I did ſincerely pray for. 


the help of the holy Spirit herein. And I cannot but 


hope that the Lord has wrought ſaving change in my. 
heart; for I have ſeen ſome of the marks and evidences* 
-- of theſe graces, I think of every one of them, upon my 
* foul. And thoſe that are not ſo clear and evident, 1 


hope I Jo moſt earneſtly defirzto' have them wrought in 
me; that I might be able to diſcover the truth of * | 


them, \ 
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5 Ui g Examihativns. 
them. Bleſſed be God for this hope | Oh! chat it 


be a well grounded hope. A hope that ſhall not 
aſhamed, bat chat th 


« 


ex. 
all grow up to a full aſſuratics. 
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mn the aſteruobn being in tiöe Shüp 


1731. Aug 126 Fry. | 
alone, Ker 00 P 5 
Spirit, I tried my ſelf by the help of ſome rules write 
by Mr. Gouge, for the ule of chriſtians on ſuch oecahons ; 


and I hope 1 _ aſſiſted in the work. My cotiſcience 


gave a pretty full, comfortable, and ſatisſactory auſwer 
to the queſtion propoſed ; ſo chat I truſt I hade tæaſom 


to believe that · I am bro't out of a Rate of nature, into 4 


F N eſtate ; that I am born again, and therefore ſhall 


ee the kingdom of God. O aſtonifping grace! O that 
I might live like a ſtranger on earthy as becomes a 'hea-s 


ven-botn Soul! O Lord give me grace to walk worthy* 
of the Lord unto all pleaſing, and to abound in all thoſe 


fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt co the 


glory of God! . e 
Auguſt 26. Thurflay Even,] gl, bad z moſt gelle 
proſpe& of my life in many paſſages. of it, from the time 


a : 


that I was 5 or 6 Years old to this day. I defired to be 


| humbled for, and to repent of the follies and fins of my 
childhood and youth, and to praiſe God for the mercies 
and favours I cou'd call to mind. And more eſpecially 


for the hopes I have that the holy Spirit began betimes 


to work ſavingly on my ſoul. For from a child I have 
been afraid of fin, and greatly troubled when I have 


fallen into it. I have been afraid to neglect ſecret duties, 


and could not be contented to omit them. And I'believe 
for this 12 or 14 years, I have almoſt" ever 


. | » - , | e Pr , 
in ſecret morning and evening, and conſtantly read God's 


holy word, aud many other good books. And have Had 
a ſenſe of religion, a gracious tenderheſs of confciente,” 
and ſome relith-for the things of God; a care to fan@tis 
fie the Lord's-day, and a love for the publick'wotthip. 


God, and attendance upon it.” I have often play 


t ree times a day, morning. noon, and night; and 5 have 
ſometimes had my heart much Warm d, and my affe ctions 


mod in ſecret prayet, and have had weet com- 


munion with the glorious God therein. I was in my 


* 


— 
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up to God for the help of his holy. - 


1 


younger years much affected with reading the token for. 
„ n children, 
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children, and would earneſtly cry to God to make me 


things as theſe I can call to mind. . And tho? there 
is nothing meritorious in them; yet may I not comſorta- 
Hy and aſſuredly conclude, that the Spirit. of God has 
. heen at work on my heart from my very childhood ?. 
A ſeeing I have felt and experienc'd many of his bleſ- 
— 


d influences ever ſince to this day; may I not hope; 


and firmly believe that he has wrought a ſaving change in 


my heart, and turned me from darkneſs to light, and from 


the power of ſin and ſatan to God? Albeit I cannot (as 
à perſon. converted in his riper years may) tell the exact 
time when, or the manner how, or the means and inſtru- 
ments by which it was brought about ang accompliſhed, 
I think I may draw this concluſion, that the Lord has 
made me his, I hope I am not deceived in this impor- 
tant matter. Pr Aajszs! EvxzRLAGT ING PaAISsESs! are 
dye to my heavenly Father, my dear Saviour, and bleſſed 
Santlifier, if thou haſt indeed wrought ſuch a change in 
my ſoul. Not unto me, not unto ne; but unto thy name 
ze all:rhe glory And, O! help me to live as becomes 
a child of God, a diſciple of Chriſt, a temple of the holy 
Spirit, and an heir of thy kingdom. Goyern me by thy 
laws, guide me by thy Spirit, bring me to thy glory. 
Amen, and Amen |! 21. t > 50 N 


III. His Sabbath Frames. 


1228, 9. Fan 5, F 2 good frame of ſoul in God's houſe . 
Lords-day.] O in Emme good meaſure free from wan- 
rings; diligent in attendance upon the word 


of God, and hearty. in my devotions. The Lord forgive 


the ſins of my beft duties, and accept of praiſe for aſſiſt- 
ance afforded to me; and give me grace to ſpend every 
fit ſabbath” 


ſabbath I may evjoy. this year, | it being the 
— a new year | as well and her pee I have this; and 
enable me to carry the good 8 of one ſabbath to 
another, by lively de votions and affe&tions, that I may 
"contipually e diſpoled to rye and glorify him 1, 


* 
7 
#. 


4 b "pe 4 an 8 ork 
- * * 8 7 - , 4 
5 6% 5 = "= 11 TEEN * þ . © S5 £& 2 ** 
r — 0 re,, 3941: 1950 *4 : 1 . . 

1 5 * | 
Gl | 


5 * ö } 24 
i 


| 


22 


| Like choſe blefled and happy children therein ſpoken of, 


* 3 * 1 


37 4 
£4 ** * | 
8 9 2 * de ” / 1 1 - 
7 oy \ : * : 4 $4 K 4 „ 
FI. Frames): 0 
5 * „ a 
CE, "WS 
I * 


130. May 1). Sab.] In ſecret and in private, in the 
morning and 1 ſomething of liſe; but too dull 
and careleſs, and drowſy, in public, and in ſecret at noh. 14 
Too thuct ſormality, hypocrifie, and ſpiritual pride; id ] 14 
beſt duties. I have not been lively, and fix d, and fer“ 1 


vent in the duties of this day, as 1 ſhould have been > 
Tho? I hope the day was not a wearineſs to me, but F 14 
was a burthen to my ſelf, that I did ſerve God no het- Ti 
ter. But I hope I was fincere . The good Lord 1 
pardon me, as thou. doſt every one that ſets his hett © | 
aright to ſeek thee | l eee et. . 
ennie 2% Ain U 


June 3. Sab] I had ſome pleaſant tho'ts of the Lord's 
day before it came, and I was glad when it arrived; and 
of a ſerious frame as ſoon as awake, and when up: and 
I think hearty and earneſt in ſecret in the morning and 
in private—, Pretty full of holy ejaculations as I went 
to and came from the houſe of Cod. I did, (I hope I 
can truly ſay) meet with God. And I was (I hope) truly 
deſirous before this day came, to have the enjoyments di = 

it blefſed to me, for ſaving good to my ſoul. ' And alſs *'Þ 
when waiting upon God in the duties of it, I hope it 9 
was my hearty defire, and earneſt prayer to the glorious = 
God, that if L am to this day dead in treſpaſſes and fins; ' 
J might be this day quickned to live to God; that” iert 
might be the day of his power, and the time of his love 
to my ſoul- And if I'am already converted and renew- 
ed, I might now be ſanctiſied more than e ver: that 1 
might receive abundant ſtrength againſt all ſin,. have 
all grace ſtrengthned in me; be quickned to the per- 
formance of every duty; and eſpecially that I be might be 
lively, fix'd, and fincere in ſecret duties; and ſo live the 
hidden life of a chriſtian. And I had ſome good in- 
preſſions left on my mind at the cloſe of the day. 


- uly 12. Lord's day.] I hope under the racious in- "ES 
fluences of the bleſſe poſs and affiſted by him in the 
diſcharge: of the duties of the day. I was in ſome good 


7 N 


meaſure free from wandring and vain tho'ts, and de ſir d to 3 
ſuppreſs them in their fitſt motions, and to cheriſn good | 
ejaculations'; and J was aſſiſted in ſo doing, and in fome: 

good meaſure ſucceeded, I was hearty, lively, and earneſt: 

in moſt of my private duties, and of a good frame at God's 
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5 9 His Preparation: for aus Names on 


houſe; Dekting 4D! e the truth in the love of it, 
and to mix it with ſaith ; to wg ys it up. in my heart, 
m__ it 3 my life... A ope it was my bearty. 
„ * "th 4 0 ad 1 might feel the 
and powerful, 3 nd ſharper than any 
two ET lcd, wo n Griding. < buyers 


| and n an is + b = + T 


| Sept: 6. Sab. 1 had Lis comfort in waitin) 8 
s.day,—Ino 7 afternoon the; text preach'd from, Was, 
rov. 3. 17. Her ways are ways of Ple aſant neſs, and all 
| Boy paths are peace And can I not ſay this is true from 
oy qu ng in the pleaſure. and comfort. I have 
vnd when. ſerving, the Lo? © that I might 
tir vie kr loath and abbar the planus of fin which, 
Us ws N 12509 fit 7 


Ledde 1 0 350 1 have been ſerious 20 
compas d, and have enjoy'd er communion with, the 
hue — 2 Much in * 
— at . ic worſhip in prayer fixe aying 
2 my heart at almoſt 7755 conſeſſiwo, Tord, 775 it ; 
27. petition, Tord, I ast it; at-every thank (giving, 

thee: Lord, 1 bleſs t bee --- 2275 Fra 
my gent in — ch preach fo er 


me in _ — 4 af. my . 
wr me. fo my drar Saviou s 


2] 128 168 71 015 
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IV. His Preparation. for and ſhows. on co M= 
MUN30 n-Sa BBaTHS3 and covenanting with 


GOD on 15 occaſions, 


- tf 


het: ON the Thuiſday before a Communion abs | 
Dec 30.]-— bath, he writes; “ After my evening de- 
. ©» votions 1 did, I hope ſeriouſly, and ſolemnly, 
and 1 renew my covenant with God. And re- 
nounoing fin; ſatan, and the world, and all compliance 
ww and ene chene ad deliing to * 


1011 


> 


+CoulnvnrotnSannarnt.: =» 


* er. 
" 


of an my paſt fins, whereby I had:offended the glorio | 

God, and begging of God his pardoning mercy. 94 

Chriſt, and grace to be ſincere in my covenanting with _ - 

his moſt ſacred, majeſty, and grace and rengry to live 
c 


up heteunto; — I gave my ſelf up to G e Father 
Son, and Holy Spirit, as the Lord Jehovah. And did, I 


hope, unſeignedly take God the Father for; my father, 


God the Son for my Saviour, and God the. Spirit for my 
leader, ſanctiſier, and comforter ; and embrace Chriſt as 
the only mediator between God and man, by whom fin- 
ners may draw nigh to a moſt holy God: And did take 
the word of God for the rule of all my thoughts, wards, 
and actions; and humbly hope, deſire, yea, auc by the 
grace of God reſolve, to live unto him. e e 
O moſt glorious God] accept of nie an unworthy ſinner, 


for thy ſervant, and ordain to thy ſelf a revenue of glory, 
and honour, and ſervice from me: And graciouſly pardoa - 
for Chriſt's ſake, any flaw or falſhood in this my coves 
- nant with thee ; and accept of my deſires to ſerve thee, ' 

＋ And help me now to re- 


thro? Jeſus Chriſt my Lor | . 
member that I am bound with one cord more to the ſers 
vice of God, by thus renewing my covenant with thee ; 


and ſuffer me not to backſlide from thee, nor to break | 
but let thy grack 


my moſt ſolemn promiſes to be thine ; 
be with my ſpirit, and ſufficient for me at all times, thag 
I may live agreably to theſe ſolemn, vows. to be th 


| Lord's And now let me have every grace of thy Spirit 
in a lively exerciſe; and let me find this a bleſſed pre- 


parative for my approach to the ſolemnity that draws nigh; - - 
and there meet with me, O dear Saviour ! and bleſs 


me, and ſpeak peace to my ſoul. And let me never 
more return to folly ; but receive of thee ſtrength to live 


devoted unto thee : that I may always be of a pious, ho- f 


ly, heavenly frame of ſpirit; that I may every day, all 
the days of my life, even unto the day of my death, be 


incl ined to hate all fin, and to purſue the death af it. and, 8 
reſiſt all temptations to it; and inclind and diſpas d to 


ſerve, obey, and glorify God: and to deny my ſelf, take 
up my croſs; and foltow Chriſt; and wa 
dinanees blaine leſs; and fo be found faithfulto death; and 


by commemorating my Lord's death, be prepared for mp 
if 1 ſhould ne ver more eat bread with - . 


run death: that | ] 
Chziſt at hu table here, 1 Nee SA 
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4 ww. Hs Preparations for and Frames n 


bim in his heavenly kingdom, and drink of the fruit 
of the vine there, even of thoſe rivers of pleaſures that 
flow at thy right hand for ever and ever: And all for the 
. fake of Chriſt. Amen, and Amen! Kh HAT e 
| EO WIN , if vor, 


Pune 2 fy Saturday.] At noon this day, proſtate on the 
chamber floor, T renewed my covenant with almighty 
God: And renouncing the devil, and all ſubjection to 

bim; the world, and all conformity to it, and dependance 

on it ; the fleſh, and all compliatice with it for the future; 

I de fired heartily to receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his 

own way, and on his own terms; and gave up my ſelf, 

ſoul and body, unto God thre? him: Reſolving by his 
grace to live devoted to him, not only for a time, but for 
ever. I hope under. a ſenſe of my own paſt vileneſs, and 
of my own weakneſs, I defired ſincerely to have my de- 
pendance upon Crna 1sT's ſtrength to aſſiſt me to per- 
form all duties, and forſake all ſin; and upon his merits 
and righteouſneſs, for my acceptance with an holy God. 
And now I defire, O Lord, to bewail before thee my 
coldne ſs and hypocrifie in this my covenanting with thee ; 
and humbly beſeech of thee to quicken me in thy way, to 
make my heart right with thee, and ſtedſaſt in thy co- 
venant unto the death. And, Oh ! meet with. me gra- 
ciouſly at thy table, and there ſeal vp to my*ſoul a par- 
duon of all my fins, and a title to all the bleflings of thy 
covenant ; and endow me with all that grace 1 need, to 
make me ſtedfaſt, and unmoveable, and always to abound 
in the work of the Lord: For this is all my ſalvation ; 
and haſt thou not made it all my deſire? O Lord; I be- 
ſeech thee to hear! O Lord anſwer !- O Lord, forgive 
and do, arid defer not, for thy name's fake, and for thy 
Son Chriſt Jeſus's ſake. This is the humble requeſt, of 
thine unworthy ſervant, Moſes Abbot. And this is the 
covenant that I have this day renewed ; which, O that I 
may be ever mindful of, and live anſwerable to it! 


173. May 30. Saturday] About two a'Clock I retir'd 

for preparatory work. I was very dull and drowſy at firſt, 

When 1 was reading; but the glorious God - graciqufly 

uickned me in prayer, in confcifing and bewailing my 
His, and iu crying ſot his grace and mercy in Chriſt, thar 

; wi 4) 1 x * Let 7 | my 
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my dull heart was warmed, and in ſome meaſure melted. 
And after prayer, I tried my ſelf by the rules that Mr. 
Doolittel lays down in his book of the Lord's Supper, to 
know whether we have the habits, and are in the exer- 
ciſe of grace. And tho I find abundant matter for ſor- 
row and ſhame upon the account of my fins, yet I hope, . 
I hope, ſome of the marks of God's children, and of true © 
grace are upon me, Oh ! that they were much more 
evident. — Aſter I had gone over theſe rules by way of. 
trial, I went over them again, and turn'g them all into 
Prayers and petitions to the God of all grace, that I might 
have the truth of grace, and live in the exerciſe of grace. | 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all within me, bleſs his 
holy name, for the aſſiſtance afforded me, ——= * = 


* 


June 28. Lord's &Communion Day.] My preparations 
indeed were poor and ſcanty ; but yet the glorious God, 
did not deal with me, as I juſtly deſerved. For I hope L 
did meet with him in the duties of this day. At the 
table oſ the Lord, I defir'd to ſpend thoſe few precious 
minutes, in meditation, holy ejaculations, and renewing. 
my covenant with God thro' Chriſt, And I defir'd to” 
realize it by faith, that as the bread and wine in this or- 
dinance were given to me, ſo that the glorious God did 
freely offer his Son my dear Saviour to me, and upon mx 
accepting of him would freely give him to me. And L 
de ſit d when I received the bread, by faith to receive my 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to be aſſur d that he would be m7 
God and my Saviour. And when I took the cup, I de- 
ſird by faith to make the application of my ſoul to the 
blood of Chriſt, and to truſt that it ſhould be indeed ap- 
plied to me, in all the precious effects of it: Hoping, de:. 
firing, belieying, that my fins ſhoyld be done away there 3 
in ; my perſon juſtified, my ſoul ſanctified, and my graces 
ſtrengthned, ——Moſt gracious God, humbly fa thee 4 
for the help of thy Holy Spirit, granted to me this day; and 
I beg of thee the pardon of the ſins of my holy duties, and = 


fo, to accept me thro” Chriſt,” And, Oh! let mm 


o 
ds n 


- 


ot turn again to folly. Suffer me not to allow my ſelf 
n any fin, or to be favourable to any luſt Help me — 4 
P run the way of thy commandments, with an enlarged *' > | 
heart, and to keep thy precepts diligently. '-Oh ! graci- 4 
ouſly quicken me jo my ſecret duties, Spiritualize my. 
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and gracious God was pleas'd to aſſiſt me in the di 
. of the duties oſ th is day, and to ſmile on me at his holy 


© ., March, J. 1 


Price, and therefore indiſpenſably ob 
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His Preparations for and Frames os 


thoughts that I may abound in divine and heavenly me- 
ditations. —— Help me to watch over all my thoughts, 


| 4 


words, and actions. — Let my whole converſation and 


behaviour be ſuch, as that others. obſerving of it, may 
gloriſie thee my heavenly father ; and may take know- 
1:dge of me that I have been with, belong, and am like 


to the bleſſed Jeſus. Oh! that I might thus adorn the 


doctrine ofmy God & Saviour in all things, and be an or- 


nament to my profeſſion, and 2 ſhining pattern of ſincere 


picty ; That I may bring glory to God, and do good in 
the world. O Lord! let it be ſo, for Chriſt's ſake, Amen! 


1730 Aug. 20 Sab. & Com. Day. Jan infiitely good 
charge 


table, ſo that it was a ſweet hour to me- O! Grace! 


Free Grace! Rich Grace! That ſuch a wretched linger 


ſhould-have ſo much kindneſs ſhewn to him / 


7 10˙1.— Of a good frame at the Lords 
table.” I deſu'd. there to repent of all my paſt fins, 


and to join my ſelf to the Loid in a perpetual covenant 


never to be forgotten; and from henceforth to confider 


and remember that I am not my own, but bought with a 
| lig'd to live to God, 
and gloriſy him, with my body and ſpirit, which are the 


Lord's. Lord ! Whatever I have done amiſ this day, 


pardon ! Whatever I have done well, take the praiſe 


 therenf ! For it is thy grace that enabled me to do it. 


My perſon, and all my ſervices, are vile things ; utter- 


Iv unworthy of thine. acceptance : But, Lord ! let them 


thro? Crs 157, be facrifices acceptable and well pleaſing 
m thy fight. Lord ! Give, me faith in Caz1sr Let al 


my _dutics lead me to Cnarsr! And by them let me 


come. to à nearer acquaintance with him, and to a greater 
adoniration of him, - «pd to a more flaming love to bim! 
Aud let me hotiour Cn a187- by my duties and ſervices ! 


And let me haye this evidence of my good eftate, 


that I walk uprightly before thee, agd lead à holy life: 
b N mfp ty , Ne fony holy, and perſever- 


Jah bo, Oh L Enable we by-faich co derive from a 
— glorious Css, grace and ſtrength to perform all the 


Wit, thou requirelh pf ind ; ty 
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of my dear Saviour alone 


incorruptible, and undefiled, and fadeth not away. | I'ny * 


by 
; 35% 3 4 


May 2. 1731.] Aﬀter a careful pre ration he writes 


thus,“ At thel.ord?s-table, alaſs ! how harraſs'd with wan. | 


dring and diſtracting tho'ts ? In what a poor exerciſe 
were my graces ? How formal and culd in renewing my 
covenant with the glorious God? I loſt the comfort of 
this holy ordinance. It is juſt with the glorious 'God 


chus to leave me to my ſelf, that I may ſee my dum i. 


bility: to do any thing as I ovght of my ſelf; and that I 
may ſee and adore his ſovereignty, in giving his grace 


and affiſtances to whom he will, at what time be will, 


and in What way he will: That I may be' ſenſible 
of it, that the moſt painful and careful preparations ane 
not to be truſted to; f that they cannot merit the divine 
aſſiſtance or acceptance - I hope I earneſtly defird 
to be humbled for my defeats in holy duties this day, and 


that I might not be the worſe, but much the better for 
the enjoyment of it. And I yet hope the day was not 


| wholly loſt ＋ s 


1 4 
41 
. 


- Fuly 25. ] I have abundant reaſon tb praiſe the glo-. 


ous God of all grace, for the gracious affiſtances I have 
receiy'd this day, in the | | 
publick duties; and eſpecially for the ſweer maniſeſta- 
tions of his love and | | 
der Chriſt's ſhadow with great delight; and his fruit Was 
ſweet unto my tafts.---- -I-was there enabled, I hope, hear. 
tily and unfeignedly to renew my covenant-with the all 


mighty Jehovah, reſolving and promiſing by his grace 


aſſiſting, to be for him, aud to lize'to him; while Thave 


any being. I refign'd all the powers of my foul, 'and _ 
employ'd in his 
ſervice continually, and that for ever. Amen ! Even ſys 

de it! Lord, let the cobenant that I have made with © © 
thee, and this day renewed pn earth, be confirm'd in he- 
yen And let the blood of the everlaſting covenant 'be' 


membets of my body unto him, to be 
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and to truſt in the merits and mediation; and nero n 
my" dea or my acceptance with God, 
and obtaining a part in the-glorious inheritance, that is 


performance of ſecret, private, and 


ace to me at his table. I ſat un- 
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14 His Manner of obſerving 

applied to my ſoul, for the pardon of what has been a3 
mils in this tranſaction; and let the grace promis'd in 
thy covenant be granted unto me, that I may pay my 
vows to thee, and have my heart upright before thee, and 
ſtedfaſt in thy covenant. 1 wt 


V. His Manner of obſerving Days of FasrinG 
and TnakKSGVI No. 


1728.9. March 6. Thu Þ Was mindful of the approach? 
dy, & Faſt-day.] 1 ing Faſt on the Wedneſday; 
N aaa and I hope I prayed heartily to 
| be prepared to humble my. ſoul before the Lord for my 
{ins; and to keep ſuch à faſt as God hath choſen. ; And 
hope the glorious: God heard my unworthy requeſts : 
For, blefled be his name |! I enjoy'd a ſweet day of it. I 
Hope I did truly deſire to be humbled for my own fins, 
and the fins of the land; and to lament after the Lord; 
and to ſeek of him a right way, and his bleſſing in all 
my ways: and his bleſſing on the town, and on the 
land. I hope and truſt I was ſincere in ſecret and in fa- 
mily over: and I deſire to acknowledge with thank- 
fulneſs the aids of God's grace afforded to me. I did be- 
hold ſome of the beauty of the Lord, and had ſome ſweet 
delight in inquiring in his temple. - And in the afternoon, 
juſt in the cloſe of the publick worſhip, Thope I unfeign- 
edly renewed the conſent of my ſoul to be the Lord's. 
O glorious God! Pardon what has been amiſs this day [ 
ive me grace to be ſincere! And having confeſs d, 


* 


help me to forlake ; that I may find-mercy ! 


Abril 2. 1730. Thurſday; a Day of publick Faſting and 

Prayer,] I deſire to he humbly thankful unto the glori 
ous God for the aids of his grace afforded to me. I hope 
I was fincere and earneft in confeffing and be wailing my 
own ſins, the fins of my relations, family ſins, and the 
ſins of the town and land. Alſo in my prayers to God 
for perſonal bleſſings ; elpecially that I might ne yer fin ag, 
J have done, and might ſerve him better than I us'd to 
_ do-—, And for our family, and all pertaining to it; that 
| we might xach of wi be bleſſed wich all th dlefſings ve 
of Bein 12 | N f 4 As ' nee * 
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Days of Faſting and Thankſgiving. 13 
need, and have all our ſouls bound up in the buhdle of- 
liſe And for the Society whereto I belong ; that we- 
may be kept from the ſnares and temptations'we are ex- 
poſed to in youth, and might all be made exemplary- 
chriſtians, And for the houſes of this people, that they x 
might be Berhels. And for the Churches of Chriſt in this 

| Town and Land, that God would revive his work in | 
them, by converting of ſinners, and edifying his children. 1 
And for the Zown, that the glorious God would pardon” 
the ſins of it, and reform its diſorders » That he would* | / 
ſanctiſy all his judgments to us; and in particular the 
preſent viſitation f, with the diſtreſſes that attend it? 
and that he would ſpare his people in his great merey; 3 
and by all purge our iniquities, and take away our firs,” +I 
and enable us to turn to the Lord who is ſmiting of us. 
And for the whole Land, That it might be Emmanuel g 
land; and much of his glory dwell in it: And that this 
ople might all repent of their ſins, and turn to the | 
Lord as one man. And that God would avert all the 
judgments we fear, and graciouſly remove thoſe we feel; 
continue to us the mercies we enjoy, and be ſtow on us 
thoſe we need, both temporal and ſpiritual. — And at 
the cloſe of the day in ſecret on my knees, I did folemn-' - 
lvy renew my covenant with the glorious God, and givfe 
my ſelf uþ afreſh to him. - Oh! that the glorious God of 
all grace would accept of me, and of my poor ſervices this 
day, thro* JeſusChriſt my Lord: And help me to live up 
to my covenant engagements to be his. Aud, Oh that 
he would give an anſwer of peace to my poor prayers 
my ſelf, my relatives and acquaintance; for his chur- 
ches, for the town and land. And, Oh! that the faſt. 
ings, humiliations, and ſupplications of this people, may 
find a gracious acceptance with the Lord that heareth 
prayer: That this day may be a day of atonement for 
our land. Even ſo be it. Amen, and Amen!! 


| March 46 1 73 19 1 deſir'd to be prepard for this diy : 
of faſting and pray er, and hope I'was graciouſly affift- 


ed to confeſs and bewail my own ſins, family ſins, relative, < , 
and public fins, that I eguld call to mind: And did life 4 
| J Of che * N GY 
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1 Days of Faſting and Thankgiving: 

up my. prayer to God ſor all needful perſonal, | ivate; 
| — Doblie favours, And after ſecret prayer. in on 
ing, Irene wed the dedication of my ſeli to the Lord, to 
be his intirely and for ever. 2 a5 | 


Octo 21] This Thankſgiving day I was of a very 
deſirable frame, and enjoyed ſweet communion with the 
Re God thro! my Lord ſeſusChriſt, in offering up my 
olemn. praiſes to him. Was very temperate in the uſe 
of God's good creatures. And at the cloſe of this day, 
I had ſweet communion with God in my ſecret devoti- 
ons. Aud having then offer d up my praiſes and prayers, 
to him, I did on my knees, ſolemnly, and I hope fin- 
cerely, renew the dedication of my ſelf, of all my powers. 
and members, of all that I am, have, and can do, to be 
His intirely and for ever, in a perpetual and everlaſting 
venant, never to be forgotten: And did take God the 
— Son, and Spirit, for my Father, Saviour, Guide and 
Comforter ; for my God for ever, and my eternal por- 
tion. I did alſo-take the word of my God for my rule, 
and-refolve to make the glory of God my end in all 
do: Deſiring and reſolving to depend upon a glorious 
Can 10 for ſtrength, thro' the aſſiſtances of his grace 
and ſpirit, to do whatever the Lord my God requires of 
me ; and to truſt in the merits, righteouſneſs, and intet- 
ce ſſion of my dear Redeemer alone, for juſtification, ac- 
. with God, and eternal life, after I have done all 
that I can do. — The whole of this day was comforta- 
le to me ; but eſpecially in the evening after I had been 
us employ d in ſecret, I enjoy'd a moſt compos'd and 
peaceful mind, and was filled with ſatisſaction, comfort 
and joy; ſolaced with ſome manifeſtations, and further 
hopes of the divine favour. O ! that I might for evet 
N. to the glory of my GazaT Ca EA TroR, GRACIOUS 
RESERVER, BOUNTIFUL BENEZTAcTOa, ALMIGHTY, 
RxpEEZMEA, BLESSED SANCTIFIER, AND MY ex 
AiIGUTFVL Loan and: SovzARZIN. Awuin! 
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His Beginning and Ending the Tear, St. 1 


I 


VI. His manner of Beginning and Clofing the Narr 
with GOD; and the religious Notice he. us'd. 
to take of his BIIXTH- DAT. F r to 


Decemb. His being the laſt day of the year, L reflected 
31.1750] T on the mercies of Cod to me, eſpecially in 
the year paſt, and prais d him for them; for per- 
ſonal, for family and relative, and publick mercies. And 
I did confeſs, and deſire to repent of, all the fins I cou'd 
call to mind, that I had committed this year, and in my 
whole life; and did earneſtly beg of God the pardon. of 
them, for CnAIST's ſake; and ſtrength againſt them for 
the future And I did earneſtly beg of God, that! 
N re member from whence I am fallen, and repent, 
and do my firſt works: And wes have more delight in 
his ſervice, and a greater zeal for his glory than ever — | 
I hope I cloſed this year with God. O that as I have 
ended this, I might begin the net?! 3 


Jan 1. 1730, .] -l hope I deſir'd to be truly thank- + 
ful to God for all the mercies ot the laſt year, as well as 
my whole life; and to be humbled for all my ſins: and 
begg'd his gracious preſence with me this year. I begg d 
that if it were his bleſſed will, he wou'd ſpare me- rhis 
wear alſo : And if he ſhould, that he would prepare me 
for all the duties of it, that I might be more lively and 
upright in his ſervice than heretofore — : That I might 
ſpend his Sabbaths better, and profit more under all his 
ordinances That I might be enabled to diſcharges - _ - 
faithfully all my duties to God; and man, and my own. -,_ +} 
ſoul ; and have my whole converſation as becomes the 
goſpel of Chriſt, ———— And I deſired to be fitted ſor al! 
the afflictions I might meet with, and might carry it a- F 
right under them. I pray'd that God would pleaſe 
to give me a comfortable portion of the good things oed 
this life, or a heart ſuted to my conditio 
But if the ſovereign and glorious God ſhou'd ſay con- 
cerning me, This year thou ſhalt die; I earneſtly pray'd '/ 
that he wou'd fit me for a dying hour; that he would 
not take me out of this world, tifl I have by faitHſeen the 
Lord Chriſt, and heartily W him, and ſhould be able 
bag | | | | — MF; 


* 


1 His Remarks on his Birth-days, e. 


to ſay, | Now ler thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for ming 

es Baus ſeen thy ſalvation, I pray'd, as I have often 

fore, for an zap, peaceful, and Txivmenanct DEATH. 

For a glotious feſufrection, and a part in the bleſſedneſs 

oſ that world, where I fhall be freed from all fin,--- ſhall 
no more be peed to fin,—-no more be inclined to fip,-- 
neither ſhall it be ever poſſible for me to ſin any more: 
But I ſhall be perfectly holy, and compleatly happy, in 
being made like to Cn 185 in a glorious manner, and in 
the enjoyment of Gop and Cana isr, i for ever and 
ever. Amen, Amen 


i 87 3. 131.] I am twenty years old this day. And 
_ _ that]. ight FU the day well, I propos d to 40 theſe 
things, % (1.) Call to mind as many as I could of the 
favours of heaven that I have received in the Whole courſe 
of my life, that I might bleſs Gov for them. (z.) Bring 
1 remembrance as.many of my ſins as I could, that 1 
ve been guilty of, whereby I have abus d and forfeited 
theſe favours; that my ſoul might be humbled within me. 
I.] To pray earneſtly to God ſor his gracious preſence 
with me, and bleſſing upon me, throughout the remain. 
der of my life. (4) To praiſe and thank our moſt gracious 
God for his favours to my dear and near relations, and to 
ray particularly for them. (5.) To examine my ſelf, 
hether 1 have indeed a work of grace wro't in my ſoul, 
and am a new creature or not. (6. ) Solemnly to renew 
my covenagt with the glorious God, and devote my ſelf. 
afreſh to him: r . 1 

For my aſſiſtance in the firſt of theſe, I made uſe of Mr. 
Navel's diſcourſe on Providence. For my help in the ſe- 
cond; I made uſe of Mr. Vincenm's expoſition of the com- 
mandments. For the chird and fourth, my own conſide- 

, ration. For the fiſch I made uſe of ſome rules mentioned 

in Mr. Gearing's life, For the fixth, 1 had regard to Mr. 

. Alleine's covenant. I ſpent about five hours in ſecret this 
day, in performing theſe duties. And having in the 
cloſe of all, rene & d the dedication of my ſelf to the Lord 
eee in an everlaſting covenant, I at the ſame time 

umbly ſaid before the glorious God, That unallowd miſ- 
' carriages, contrary to the ſettled bent of my ſcul, ſpall not 
wal void the covenant; For fo then haſt {als a £ 
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_ .. ceptably, in the exerciſes 
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in the piety ſurable therefor, I 
cloſed the day with examining my ſelf concerning the 


new birth, (which I hope 1 have experienc'd) and with te- 


newing my covenant in a ſolemn manner before the 
ſtedfaſt in thy covenant? 1, | = Wh 
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The year 27335 was the Jaſt that he liv d thro z he cloſes 


that, and begins the neut, which is the preſent and his dying 
year, with more than ordinary ſolemnit x. 


| * N f Tt } 2:13 1 N 
Monday, Decemb. 31. 1133] I ſpent this day moſt ſen: 


ſibly in the fear of God, My ĩoul was humble;devoutand 


1 ſerious in confefling and be wailing the {ins of-my liſe, el- 


pecially of the year paſt ; earneſt in its cries ſor pardon- 
ig mercy and lan 1 It felt a holy joy in ad- 
miring and adoring, the bleſſed Gad, ſor all his benefits 


to me in the whole courſe of my life, and more eſpecially 


this year; in that my life has been ſpat d, notwithſtandin 
the bodily weakneſſes and languiſhings I have labou 


under. That my relations have been ſpar'd, & made hleſ- 
tn'd and 
above all to magnifie the Lord and praiſe him, for the mea- 


ſings to me; and that my liſe has been bri 
ſweetned with many comforts & de lights. 


ſures of reſtraining . I have experiencd, and for the 
ſweet influences of his holy Spirit upon my ſoul, both in 
rovidences and ordinances And eſpecially forthe reaſon 
have to hope, that he hath begun the good work of his 


grace in me, which he will perfect to the day of Cure ese 
appearing. I offer'd praiſes to God for favours conſerrd l 
on relatives, intreated their continuance, (and a ſanctiſy d 


— 


- improvement of all. 192 3 
I defir'd to mourn for e ſins, (ſor my ſhare in them 
eſpecially ;) and pray d for reformation, and the beſtow- 
ment of all needſul public bleſſings. — My family 
offerings were ſured to the day. Thad much warnith 
and affection in theſe exeręiſes of piety, ſo that I ent on 
chearſully in them Was of a calm and compoſed frame 
in the intervals of my deyotions ; ſome of which time I 
ſpent in religious con verſatiom Thus I cloſed the year 
with God, as far as I can remembet in a better frame than 


_ ever, —Lord ! How ſweet | O? how ſweet are holy 


——— 3 —— 


At Brian and Ending the n B.. 1 
Þ: Augaſt 3.1733. [ hope ſpent this my birth-day ac- 
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duties, when my heart is quickned in them by thy bleſſed 
 - Spirit? None of thy commands - are then grievous, but 
every thing in religion [exceeding pleaſant. O! bring 
me to the endleſs joys and delights of the upper world. 


Sod - 1512:hg > 5175 
Jun 1. 1733, 4] I'fpent 2 conſiderable part of this new 
Fears day in — re joycing that God bed bro' me to 
ſes the light of it. Begging the pardon of my paſt in- 
gratitudè, and mis. improvement of divine ſavours.— Im- 
ploriig the gracious preſence of God with me, the whole 
of this year. I deſir d that if it ſhould pleaſe God to ſpare 
me this year alſo, I might be the care of his ſpecial pro- 
vidence'; be guarded by his good angels, be directed and 
7 —_— by him in all my ways, and reſt intirely fatisfy'd 
in al the diſpenſations of his providence. ' And eſpecially 
_ that my ſoul might get good by providences, and be fat 
and flouriſhing under all the means of grace. That, thrg” 
the influences of his bleſſed Spirit, I might glorify him i 
every relation, condition, and circumſtance of life ; in all 
my actions, natural, civil, and religious, more than ever 
. yet I have done. That I might wiſely and faithfully 
' Impfove'my time and talents, fo as to give up my account 


With Joy. — N 
Or if this ſhou'd be my dying year, I humbly deſir'd 
that I might have an eaſy, a joyful, and TRIUMPHANT 

Dx ATH, ſince my dear Saviour had taken away its ſting. 

hat this may prove a happy new year to me, whether 

L live'or:diel:: ou © | 
I examin'd into my experience of the new birth. 
And in the evening devoted my-ſelf to the Lord in an 

everlaſting covenant k: 

Looking back upon the de votions of the day, I had rea- 
fon to hope there was ſincerity and uprightneſa of heart 
in them, and that therefore, thro - a-precious Redeemer, 
they would be pleaſing to God, tho' impeifect. Ide ſire 
to eye a glorious- Saviour in all my tranſactions with hea- 
ven. Firſt I would look up to him ſor ſtrength to do all. 

And then, when all is done, I wou'd depend upon his 

Ho remarkably he was heard in this, the Reader has been 
informed already: | 


” 


x 
- 


„ * anni 1 
\ + Lfindlugiro have in a moſſ explicit manner, renewed covenant 
' | "#& > . 5 =- 1 * 1 - . ; 


. * ; 1 W 
CR —ͤ—ͤ— _ 
— 2 . , . 
: : ” : . W - ae err * " - a. - " 
* 4 — 2 = = - hy CA A 2 " * -” = 2 
5 ; ” 


%, 
— "amy f 


—— a 
42 * 


pn — IO I TT TT TORY 


The good Imprefſi1n of ſome Remarkable Dreams.” 21 

: merits, righteouſyels, and interceſſion, even u 50 1 theſs- 
only, Ahh ae and the acce many of my] en ks 
ſervices with a holy God. Lotd ! I deſite to fee my Telf 

to be nothing at all, and to ſee that thy grace is ALE in 5 
ALL. Lord, enrich my foul more and more with the 
knowledge of thee | Beautifie it with thine image ! De- 
light it with the tokens oſ thy loye and favour! "And bring 


it to the viſion and enjoyment of thee, which is the top 


o its felicity! © 


Ts : 


VII. The good Impreffion of ſome Remarkable 
Dreams. _ 4811 + Rot e 
I Had ſome little debate in my own mind, Whether I 
ſhou'd add theſe, or not. But when I ſconſiderd that __ 
even dreams are mention'd in Scripture, as one way in 
Which God has ſome times ſea} d up inſtruction f to men. 
That ſuch perſons as Mr How, and Mr. Henm, have taken 
fo much notice of ſome of their remarkable dreams, as to 
ſet them down in their Diarys, and the writers of their 
Lives did not think it improper to relate them. But e. 
pecially conſidering the notice our deceas'd friend takes 2 
of his was fo wiſe, his reflections upon them ſo good, and 
his improvement of them ſo holy, I coud not perſwade 
my ſelf to omit them; and believe the Reader will not 
| ant them amongſt thoſe dreams in which are divers 
anities. 5 | Tr Frans > 


* N 


March 12. 1729.] The laſt night in my viſionyon my 
bed, I tho't the houſe in which we dwell was to be taken 
down, and we were to remove from hence. And What 
may be the meaning of it God knows! If it be à Warn- 
ing to me that any perſon in the family muſt die ſhortl 
Oh!! that they may he prepar'd therefor. And if it be - 
ſhew me, that the earthly houſe of my tabernacle, muſt 
19 a little time be diſſol vd, taken down, and laid inthe. 
Huſt 3: Qh ! glorious God, be pleas' d for Chriſt's lake, to 
quicken! me uch in preparing for death; that I,may.not 


die, till for me totdie ſhall be unſpeakable gain! 
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Gps, a.] The laſt night, in a dream, I tho't I went to 
e d certain perſon, was well n with, 
and as 1 was at his houſe converſing with him, he look'd 
upon and ſaid to me, Mithin tuelus days time you maſt die, 
N . laid in the grave. Which dream when I awoke 
made ſome imprefhon on my mind. And well may it fill 
me With ſeriouſneſs and concern, if the day of my death 
be indeed ſo nezr, and I am in fo ſhort a time to be lodged 
in the eternal world. But, Oh ! — whither — whi- 
ther! — am Guns — To eternal happineſs, or 
erernal miſery ? e of theſe muſt moſt certainly be my 
r le od PIP A 
I know, and defire'to be more and more ſenſible of it, 
that I do moſt juſtly deſerve to ſuffer the ſtrange puniſh- 
ment reſerved for the workers of iniquity : Becauſe ofthe 
in oſ my nature, and all the fins of my life, which have 
been many as the ſatids, mighty as the mountains, and all 
ol @ ſcarlet and crimſon colour. And, Oh! How) holy. 
fighteous wou'd'God be, if he ſhould make me a mo- 
nume of his eternal wrath and vengeance | — But yet 
Ia not left hopeleſs. No, no. Ble ſſed be God, ſor that 
0 . effectual door of hope opened for me, it dur 
Lo v Jasus Cuntsr ! Thro' whom God will accept 
of believing ſinners, that ſeek unto him for his love and 
favour. There fore, O glorious God! I humbly ſay bes 
- fore ther, I believe ; Lord, help thou mine unbelicf ! That 
thou canſt, conſiſtent with the glory of allthy adorable 
. perfe&tions ; yea; that thou wr, pardon, and accept of 
me, an unworthy ſinner, thro' my dear and only Saviour 
Lord, I believe; Help thou mine unbelzef That as vile an 
wretched as I am, I may with ſafety appear before thee 
in the Righteouſneſs of my lovely Saviour, as that which 
is every Way ſufficient to anſwer for all my offences, and 
make me to ſtand guiltleſs; and juſtified in thy fight, and 
intitle me to eternal glory and bleſſedneſs. 155 
Aud now, moſt holy Lord God, I humbly ſay in thy 
', © preſence, that as [ hope I have already, ſo I defire now 
| again, 2nd Lord, I hope I do venture my ſoul, with all the 
' © concerns of it upon CHRIST, as an all-ſufficient Saviour; 
"-defirivg humbly to rely on his power and promile, to do 
great and glorious things for me! And tenouncing 211 
righteouſneſs and excellencies of my own,l defire to, yea, l 
hope I do truſt in the glorious rightcouſnchs ofmy Almigh- 
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tyRedeemer, at that in which, and in which alone, Tihall 
obtain mercy of the Lord. And if I may but have - this 
righteouſneſs imputed to me, and be found cloathed rthere- - - 
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with, I believe ; Lord, Hip thou mine unbelief-t Net 5 


for the ſake of it thou wilt paſs by all my- fins; 
that my unworthy ſervices ſhall find acceptance with these 
now; and that when I die, whether ſooner or later; my > | 
departing ſpirit-ſhall: appear with joy before thy awful: p 
tribunal, and be ſet faultleſs before the preſence of th 
glory with — ; while my body ſhall reſt ia the 
grave, united unto Chriſt; until the reſurrection. Zords ' 


1 believe, That at the great and laſt day, of judgment, 1 1 
be ing found cloathed with the white robes of Chriſt's righh⸗ Ns 


teoulneſs, (when my ſoul and body ate again united) my — 
bleſſed Saviour will own me for his, and preſent” me be- 
fore thy throne, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuen 
thing; and give to me a crown of life that ſhall "never -- 
fade away; and bring me to fing of redeeming love and- ' 
grace, with an innumerable company of glorified ſaints, -'/ 


for ever and ever; in that happy, bleſſed, :glorious World, | 


where 1 ſhall six no Mmorr, amor ſorrow am more: 
where I ſhall ſing ErEANAL HALTETVIAHVIS unto Gop 


and the Lams. Amen and Amen! Even ſo be it, Oh 1 8 2 


Lord! Many ſerious and affecting tho'ts.of.death-.. 
were rid in me by this dream, which continu d for ſe- 
veral days together. Now tho I wou'd not lay too great 
ſtreſs upon dreams, yet I wou'd not altogether diſregard 
them: But being I hope truly defirous to be quickned 
in my preparations for death, by all ordinarices and provi- 
dences, I would improve ſuch a dream alſo for this end. 
f / 


July 12. 1730. Lords day ] The laſt night in my ſleep, 
I was greatly concern'd and diſtreſs'd about rhe day of . 
Zudgment. I tho that there were ſeveral” amazing ank 


wonderful ſights in the world, that preceeded this awful | 


day. Yea, that time was at an end ; That the heavens 
were in confuſion and diſſolving ; and that Chriſt was 
coming in the clouds with power and great glory. And 
theſe things ſeem'd real and certain to me. And how did 
I wiſh, as many will at that day, that there was time yet 
longer, to ſerve Godin, and to prepare for tlie eternal 
world ? And theſe tho'ts had ſome good influence upon 
me this day; and I hope I deſire to improve it, as if ic 
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appear with him in glory. Amen! O Lord 
i; Theſe few paſſages may give us ſome lea, of that life 


_ diſcover 


: 
Q 27. F 
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were the laſt ſabbath that ever I ſhall enjoy. And, Oh! 
that ſince my life, and day of grace, are ſtill lengthned 


out unto me, I might be very diligent and ſerious in the 


improvement of them, that I may be prepared for this 
dreadful day of the Lord, which is haſtning and will come, 
as a ſnare on all them that dwell in the earth. O Lord! 
Quicken me is this great work; Help me now to be by 
faith looking on 1 unſeen and eternal !.-- To live in 
the conſtant, lively, ſincete diſcharge of every duty, and 
fo be always upon the watch! Let my-life now be hid 
with' Chriſt in God, that when He ſhall appear, I may 

! ſp let it be. 


of diligence; - devotion, and ſublime piety, which this 
young man liv'd. All that read them will be ready to ſay, 
He bid much in alittle tine. May rhe beauties of holineſs 


d and ſhining in this Collection, charm the reader 
into ſome happy imitation; and change him into the ſame 


image, by the ſpirit of the Lord. Amen 
8 3222 457. 59% * | 
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